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EDITORIAL 
 
Welcome to the early spring edition of The Hobby. Things are looking up with the prospect of light 
evenings, insects on the wing and the arrival of the birds that come to feed on them.  
Included this month alongside Barry’s comprehensive write-up of last Summer’s Garden Bird Feeding 
Survey is a catch-up on accepted County Rarities, details of this year’s AGM, 2016 surveys, the new 
Mammal Group and a look at a winter day’s birding on the other side of the Northern Hemisphere. 
We also welcome Matt Burgess to the role of Chairman of the Bird Club, taking over from Richard 
Bashford at the end of his extended five year tenure. Thanks to Richard for his efforts on our behalf. 
 
Good birding to all… 

Andy Grimsey 
 
 

JANUARY – FEBRUARY 2016 BIRD NEWS 
 
Contributors: please phone Steve Blain on 07979 606300 or email recorder@bedsbirdclub.org.uk  
with any news or records. Records are preferred via the online system BirdTrack, using the Excel file 
found on the Bird Club Website, singly using the online form ( http://tinyurl.com/2v6oweh ), or on 
paper.   
 
January 2016 
 
Pintail - A drake was at Woburn on 4th-11th, with another at Brogborough Lake on 17th 
Red-crested Pochard - Five were in Quest ClP on 1st, with seven at Roxton Lakes on 3rd, and 
three at Blunham Lake on 13th 
Greater Scaup - Two were at Rookery North ClP on 1st (along with a drake hybrid lookalike), and 
these remained in the brick pits all month 
Great Northern Diver - Two were at Rookery North ClP on 1st (MJP et al), with two also present 
on Stewartby Lake on 23rd (ED), and one at Rookery North ClP on 28th (LGRE) 
Shag - One was at Brogborough lake on 16th (NW), with presumably the same bird at Stewartby 
Lake on 17th-30th where upon it was unfortunately found dead (CD). The bird was sporting a 
colour ring which identified it as ringed last summer in the nest on the Farne Islands. 
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Great White Egret - The Woburn bird was still present on 13th-16th, with the Ouse Valley bird 
present at Roxton Lakes on 17th-18th (PS, RS) 
Slavonian Grebe - One was at Brogborough Lake on 22nd until the end of the month (MJP) 
Marsh Harrier - One was at MVCP on 2nd 
Merlin - A male was near Roxton on 15th, with others over Ampthill on 28th, Potton on 30th and 
there were regular records from the Broom area. 
Mediterranean Gull - Adults were noted at Stewartby Lake on 3rd, Brogborough Lake on 4th, 
Stewartby Lake on 23rd. 
Yellow-legged Gull - Adults were at Grovebury SP on 9th, and at Stewartby Lake on 13th. 
Little Gull - Two were at Stewartby Lake on 3rd. 
Kittiwake - A first-winter flew through Stewartby Lake on 2nd (BH) 
Short-eared Owl - The Kempston Mill bird was still present on 1st.  Another flew over Broom GP 
on 2nd. 
Lesser Spotted Woodpecker - Two were present at the Lodge RSPB throughout the month but 
elusive 
Great Grey Shrike - The Poppy Hill bird was still present early in the month, with another at Old 
Warden on 17th (AJ) 
Goldcrest - One was in Potton on 9th-10th 
Common Chiffchaff - The Siberian Chiffchaff was still present at Marston SW on 1st. 
Waxwing - One was heard-only at Woburn on 4th. 
Brambling - Up to 35 were at the Lodge, with records from many other county locations during the 
period. 
Common Redpoll - Up to ten were reported at Broom GP on 1st (MJP et al) 
 
February 2016  
 
Pink-footed Goose – one at Great Barford Lake on 26th  
Shelduck – Up to two were at Broom GP from mid-month, two were at Cainhoe on 27th. 
Pintail - Four were at Brogborough Lake on 20th with another at Eversholt Lake on 24th and four 
through Broom GP on 29th. 
Mandarin – Nine were at Cainhoe Lakes on 27th while regular birds were around Woburn area and 
Eversholt Lake 
Red-crested Pochard - Eight were at Roxton Lakes on 21st. 
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Greater Scaup - The brick pits pair were present at Brogborough lake for much of the month (with 
the drake hybrid look-a-like also present) 
Goldeneye – 38 were counted at Brogborough on 21st 
Goosander – regularly found at Eversholt Lake and Woburn with perhaps five from the same 
group also seen at Stockgrove CP towards the end of the month 
Merlin - One was at Sandy Smith NR on 6th, with two present around Broom/Upper Caldecote. 
Oystercatcher – returning birds were at Roxton on 21st, Meadow Lane GP on 25th and at Stewartby 
Lake and Broom GP from 27th 

Ringed Plover – three at Meadow Lane and ten at Broom GP on 25th 
Golden Plover – an estimated 2500 at Meadow Lane on 21st 
Dunlin – one at Meadow Lane on 21st, another at Broom GP on 24th 
Curlew – one flew over GLE pit at Broom on 27th 
Mediterranean Gull - An adult was at Stewartby Lake on 9th, with another over Sandy on 14th and 
another at Grovebury on 24th 
Great Grey Shrike - The Poppy Hill bird was present for much of the month. 
Common Chiffchaff - The Siberian Chiffchaff was still present at Marston SW on 20th. 
Tree Sparrow - The only record since November 2015 was at Upper Caldecote on 15th! 
Brambling - The Lodge RSPB flock peaked around 110 on 5th. 
Siskin – Good numbers have been noted throughout the county this month 
 

 
 
Observers:   
 
MJP - Martin Palmer; LGRE - Lee Evans; NW - Neil Wright; CD - Chris Deary 
PS - Patrick Safford; RS - Roger Safford; BH - Bob Hook; AJ - Andy Jackson 
 
We thank all contributors who have submitted their records directly to the Recorder, or via 
Bedsbirds Email Group as well as other sources. 

Compiled by Steve Blain 
recorder@bedsbirdclub.org.uk 

 
PROGRAMME MATTERS 

 
Forthcoming events  

 
Tuesday 29th March. ‘The Wild World of Corvids: understanding behaviour and cognition’ by Dr 
Gabrielle Davidson, University of Cambridge. A late reminder of our last winter meeting which was 
reviewed in the last edition. 
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Summer Field Trips. Our new summer programme is issued with this Hobby. We do hope to see 
many members out in the field especially some new faces.  
We would like to take this opportunity to say a big thank you to all of our friends who have helped to 
make the winter events, both indoor and field meetings, so enjoyable and successful. Note that details 
of the first meeting of next winter to be held on 27th September will be published in the July edition 
of Hobby.  

Don Green 
 
A BRIEF REPORT OF THE 2016 BIRD CLUB AGM 

 
The AGM was held at Maulden Village Hall on Tuesday 23rd February, and was attended by 77 
members. 
 
Richard Bashford chaired the meeting, his last as Hon. Chairman.     
 
The elected officers for 2016 are: 
President (2014-16):   David Anderson 
Hon. Secretary:    Sheila Alliez 
Hon. Research Officer:  Graham Goodall 
Hon. Assistant Treasurer:  Sonnie Wing 
Hon. Bulletin Editor:   Andy Grimsey 
Hon. Meetings Secretary:  Don Green 
 
County Bird Recorder:   Steve Blain 
BNHS Membership Secretary:   Mary Sheridan 
 
The elected committee members for 2016 are: 
Richard Bashford 
Steve Blain 
Stuart Elsom 
Roger Hicks  
 
Nominated as Hon. Chairman (subject to BNHS approval): Matt Burgess 
 
The Club membership at the end of December was 287.  The Assistant Treasurer’s summary of the 
accounts stated that expenses were up due to the invoice for printing of the 2014 Bird Report 
(£1790.81) arriving in January 2015, but other expenses were very similar to 2014. Income was down 
by £170, as there had been no Christmas raffle. Thanks were due to Opticron, who had maintained 
their generous sponsorship of indoor meetings.  
The Research Officer reported that most members were now submitting records via BirdTrack – 
please increase their usefulness by adding breeding status where applicable. The work carried out by 
the Records & Research Committee was summarised: all appendices supporting County Wildlife Sites 
had been updated in line with Birds of Conservation Concern 4 (published Dec 2015), a countywide survey 
of House martins was planned for 2016, the Bird Club was involved with several planning 
applications including Thurleigh Autodrome, and monitoring the restoration of Gypsy Lane East. 
Brief mention was also made of “The Secret of the Sands”, a Heritage Lottery Funded project on the 
Greensand Ridge.   
Following the completion of business, Alan Davies and Ruth Miller gave an illustrated talk entitled 
“Snow, sand and sea: birding in Morocco”.    
 

Sheila Alliez 
Hon. Secretary     
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NEW MEMBERS 
 
We would like to welcome the following new members to the Beds Bird Club: 
 
Helen Porter, Shefford 
Michael Moloney, Wootton 
Terry Osborn, Clifton 
Tim Stowe, Everton 
 
We hope you will enjoy many years of membership with us. 

Mary Sheridan 
 
ANNOUNCING THE START OF THE BEDFORDSHIRE MAMMAL GROUP 
  
The Bedfordshire Mammal Group is being set up with the aim of 
“The study and conservation of wild mammals in Bedfordshire” 
 
In order to achieve this aim it will:  
·         work to raise the awareness of wild mammals in Bedfordshire 
·         survey and monitor mammal distribution and abundance, and identify changes 
·         organise training in field identification and survey methods 
·         provide local knowledge and advice to help mammals in Bedfordshire 
·         work in partnership with other relevant groups, such as the Bedfordshire Bat Group 
and provide a forum for those interested in mammals in Bedfordshire 
 

There will be an inaugural meeting on Wednesday April 20 at 7:30 at the Greensand Trust Working 
Woodland Centre. If anyone is interested in coming please contact Amanda Proud or Richard 
Lawrence on mammal-group-chair@bnhs.org.uk or mammal-group-secretary@bnhs.org.uk 

All welcome 
Amanda Proud  

  
THE GARDEN BIRD FEEDING SURVEY – SUMMER 2015 
 
Introduction 
 
Here are the results of our 18th Summer Garden Bird Feeding Survey, which covered the period 8th 
March to 3rd October, 2015. We received a total of 76 returns, ten more than in 2014, comprising 40 
from rural gardens (up three from Summer 2014) and 36 from urban gardens (up seven from 
Summer 2014). In total, for the 76 gardens, there were nearly 29,000 records submitted, at an average 
of over 380 records per garden, so once again our thanks go to all those who took the time to do that. 
 
The gardens in rural areas recorded an average of 30 species feeding or foraging, whilst the gardens in 
urban areas recorded, on average, 20 species. Those averages have stayed remarkably consistent over 
the last few years, as can be seen in the following table. 
 
Table 1 

2015 2014 2013 2012 2011 2010 2009 2008 2007 2006

Rural 30 29 31 30 29 29 29 27 26 26

Urban 20 19 21 20 21 20 21 22 20 21

Contributors 76 66 75 78 77 77 78 83 83 86

Average number of species per garden Summer 2015 to 2006 and number of contributors
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The Results 
 
A total of 78 species (including Whinchat - a ‘new’ species) was recorded in our ‘summer gardens’ in 
2015, and these, with all other species that have been recorded since our summer survey began in 
1998, are shown in Table 2 below. 
 

POS 2015 2014 2013 average average POS 2015 2014 2013 average average

2005 to 2012 1998 to 2004 2005 to 2012 1998 to 2004

1= BLACKBIRD 100 100 100 100 99 54= TREECREEPER 5 8 7 9 8

1= WOOD PIGEON 100 100 100 100 97 54= SPOT FLYCATCHER 5 5 7 7 15

1= BLUE TIT 100 100 100 100 100 54= REDWING 5 2 12 5 4

1= ROBIN 100 100 99 100 98 54= GARDEN WARBLER 5 5 1 6 5

5= GOLDFINCH 99 97 93 91 71 58= BLACK H GULL 4 3 7 1 2

5= DUNNOCK 99 98 99 98 96 58= COMMON RAVEN 4 2 3 0 0

7= GREAT TIT 97 100 99 98 97 58= LINNET 4 0 5 5 15

7= STARLING 97 94 95 95 99 61= SISKIN 3 9 45 15 18

9= MAGPIE 96 92 91 90 82 61= LSR WHITETHROAT 3 5 1 4 4

9= COLLARED DOVE 96 97 100 98 98 61= KINGFISHER 3 3 4 4 5

11 CHAFFINCH 95 94 96 99 95 61= SAND MARTIN 3 3 3 1 0.7

12= WREN 89 79 87 86 89 61= LSR BLACK-B GULL 3 2 3 0 1

12= GREENFINCH 89 86 91 95 98 61= LITTLE OWL 3 2 1 3 4

14 HOUSE SPARROW 88 88 87 91 98 61= SEDGE WARBLER 3 0 0 1 1

15 LONG TAILED TIT 83 65 81 72 60 68= BRAMBLING 1 2 11 7 5

16 SPARROWHAWK 71 62 68 69 56 68= TREE SPARROW 1 0 3 2 0.4

17= CARRION CROW 70 65 64 61 49 68= TURTLE DOVE 1 0 1 2 4

17= COAL TIT 70 62 60 68 59 68= LSR SP W'DPECKER 1 0 1 1 2

19 JACKDAW 66 67 67 55 43 68= GREY PARTRIDGE 1 0 0 1 0.6

20 GT SP WOODPECKER 63 58 65 57 51 68= MUTE SWAN 1 0 0 0 0.9

21 SONG THRUSH 61 55 67 76 83 68= MARSH TIT 1 3 5 6 7

22 BLACKCAP 47 41 67 35 31 68= LITTLE EGRET 1 0 0 0 0

23 GREEN W'DPECKER 43 41 41 39 33 68= MEADOW PIPIT 1 0 0 0 1

24 SWIFT 41 41 47 21 14 68= COOT 1 0 0 0 0.1

25 HOUSE MARTIN 38 33 24 24 15 68= WHINCHAT 1 0 0 0 0

26 SWALLOW 33 30 35 25 24 CUCKOO 0 5 0 2 6

27= GOLDCREST 29 27 31 25 27 REED WARBLER 0 2 1 2 2

27= PIED WAGTAIL 29 21 28 26 36 TUFTED DUCK 0 2 0 0 0

29= STOCK DOVE 28 24 20 14 6 CANADA GOOSE 0 0 1 0 0.9

29= PHEASANT 28 23 32 34 27 BLACK REDSTART 0 0 1 0 0.1

29= CHIFFCHAFF 28 38 33 30 30 COMMON REDSTART 0 0 1 1 1

32 JAY 25 29 33 24 14 COMMON REDPOLL 0 0 4 0 0

33= ROOK 24 29 31 26 19 YELLOW WAGTAIL 0 0 1 2 2

33= MALLARD 24 20 19 19 14 BARN OWL 0 0 1 2 0.3

35= WILLOW WARBLER 21 15 21 21 27 LITTLE GREBE 0 0 0 0 0

35= FERAL PIGEON 21 23 17 18 16 COMMON CROSSBILL 0 0 0 0 0.3

37= RED KITE 20 14 12 3 0 MANDARIN 0 0 0 0 0.1

37= MISTLE THRUSH 20 14 12 18 24 CORMORANT 0 0 0 0 0

37= BULLFINCH 20 29 35 25 23 CETTI'S WARBLER 0 0 0 0 0

37= TAWNY OWL 20 26 15 11 10 PIED FLYCATCHER 0 0 0 0 0.1

41 GREY HERON 17 14 9 13 9 WAXWING 0 0 0 0 0

42= NUTHATCH 16 18 19 14 10 CORN BUNTING 0 0 0 0 0.3

42= COMMON BUZZARD 16 15 20 2 0.6 WRYNECK 0 0 0 0 0

44 REED BUNTING 12 8 23 7 1 HERRING GULL 0 0 0 0 0

45= MOORHEN 11 9 12 11 9 PEREGRINE 0 0 0 0 0

45= KESTREL 11 9 13 13 15 SKY LARK 0 0 0 1 2

47= YELLOWHAMMER 9 15 8 9 7 N'THERN WHEATEAR 0 0 0 0 0.3

47= COMMON W'THROAT 9 11 11 11 9 COMMON TERN 0 0 0 0 0.9

49= GREY WAGTAIL 8 6 7 7 7 R-N PARAKEET 0 0 0 0 0.3

49= LESSER REDPOLL 8 9 29 3 2 COMMON GULL 0 0 0 0 0.1

51= FIELDFARE 7 3 9 1 1 COMMON SNIPE 0 0 0 0 0.1

51= RED L PARTRIDGE 7 11 7 9 7 GREYLAG GOOSE 0 0 0 0 0.7

51= HOBBY 7 3 5 4 6 WILLOW TIT 0 0 0 0 0.1

% OF GARDENS % OF GARDENS

 
 
During last summer four species appeared in all of the gardens that were surveyed – Blackbird (in all 
gardens since 2002), Blue Tit (in all gardens since 2004), Wood Pigeon (in all gardens since 2005) and 
Robin (in all gardens since 2007, except in 2013 when in 99%). The Goldfinch appeared in 99% of 
gardens, the highest since our summer survey began, and has increased steadily since in 61% in 2000. 
Similarly, the Long-tailed Tit was in 83% of gardens, the highest ever for that species, compared to a 
low of 49% in 1998. Three other species also reached their highest levels in our summer survey, with 
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Carrion Crow in 70% (compared to a low of 44% in 1998), Green Woodpecker in 43% (compared to 
a low of 29% in 1998) and Stock Dove in 28% (compared to a low of just 3% in 2000). 
 
Table 3 shows the frequency of the ‘Top 20’ species in our summer gardens. This is measured by 
calculating how many weeks in total each species was recorded (all gardens), and comparing it with 
the maximum possible number of weeks, in the case of 2015 this being 2,280 weeks (76 gardens x 30 
weeks). For the third summer in a row the Wood Pigeon was the most frequent visitor to our 
gardens. Several species occurred at the highest levels of frequency since our summer survey started, 
including Jackdaw at 35% (compared to just 6% in 1998), Goldfinch at 63% (just 16% in 1998), 
Magpie at 55% (just 30% in 1998), Coal Tit at 25% (a low of 16% in 2000) and Carrion Crow at 24% 
(a low of 13% in 2000 to 2002). On the flip side of the coin the Greenfinch appeared at a less 
frequent level since our survey started in 1998, and at 48% compares to a high of 73% as recently as 
2005. We can also see in Table 3 the percentage points change between the average 1998 to 2004, and 
2015. The clear ‘winner’ is the Goldfinch (up 40 points), others with the biggest gains being Wood 
Pigeon (up 23 points), Jackdaw (up 21 points) and Magpie (up 18 points). No prizes for guessing 
what the biggest ‘losers’ were over the same period, with Starling down 21 points, Greenfinch down 
20 points and House Sparrow down 18 points.    
 

TABLE 3

POS 2015 2014 2013 2012 average average % point change

2005 to 2011 1998 to 2004 1998-2004 to 2015

1 WOOD PIGEON 90 90 90 91 86 67 +23

2 BLACKBIRD 88 88 89 92 88 87 +1

3 BLUE TIT 83 84 82 86 84 82 +1

4 ROBIN 81 79 77 81 80 72 +9

5 DUNNOCK 75 73 73 78 73 66 +9

6 GREAT TIT 71 71 68 72 69 64 +7

7 COLLARED DOVE 69 65 71 73 75 75 -6

8 CHAFFINCH 63 63 65 69 67 62 +1

9 GOLDFINCH 63 61 59 60 52 23 +40

10 HOUSE SPARROW 61 59 60 65 69 79 -18

11 STARLING 56 56 55 60 64 77 -21

12 MAGPIE 55 53 46 45 42 37 +18

13 GREENFINCH 48 51 55 57 66 68 -20

14 JACKDAW 35 33 29 27 22 14 +21

15 WREN 32 28 28 32 31 35 -3

16 COAL TIT 25 20 18 20 21 18 +7

17 CARRION CROW 24 21 19 20 19 15 +9

18 GT SP WOODPECKER 23 19 23 25 21 17 +6

19 LONG-TAILED TIT 20 17 19 21 15 11 +9

20 SONG THRUSH 18 16 19 20 23 28 -10

FREQUENCY OF THE TOP 20 SPECIES

 
 
The Species 
 
The following comments cover the more significant events in Summer 2015, and major changes since 
the summer survey started in 1998. 
  
Wildfowl to Grey Heron 
As usual, the Mallard is the highest placed species of wildfowl, appearing in almost a quarter of 
gardens, mostly in rural areas. Similarly, the Pheasant is the highest-placed gamebird, recorded in 28% 
of gardens, almost all of which were rural. The Grey Heron, presumably to the annoyance of those 
with fish ponds, was reported from 17% of gardens. Another species in this section appearing on the 
list for Summer 2015 was Red-legged Partridge, in 7% of gardens, whilst both Grey Partridge and 
Mute Swan just about crept on. 
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Raptors  
The Sparrowhawk remains the most regular raptor in our survey, recorded in 71% of gardens in 
Summer 2015. As expected, they are more likely to be seen in rural gardens, in 83% of those. Both 
Common Buzzard and Red Kite are being seen hunting over, or even perched in, our gardens and 
that of course reflects the general pattern seen in the county at large. However, please ensure that if 
you ‘tick the box’ on the survey form for these species, that they are actively hunting your garden 
space and not merely flying over. The Kestrel and the Hobby also make their appearances in our list, 
though both as usual, were restricted to rural gardens in Summer 2015.  
 
Rails to pigeons  
The Moorhen appeared in eight of the gardens, all but one in rural areas, whilst the Coot crept on to 
the list for the first time since 2002. 
 
The gulls are more likely to be seen in our urban gardens rather than rural, and that was certainly the 
case for the two species on our 2015 list, with the Black-headed (in 4%) and Lesser Black-backed 
Gulls (in 3%), the latter being a garden first for Rory Morrisey in Leighton Buzzard.  
  
The Wood Pigeon was recorded in all gardens, as it has been since 2005. In fact it has only been 
missing from one garden since our summer survey started in 1998. For the third summer running it 
was also the most frequent visitor, at a level of 93% in rural gardens and 88% in urban gardens. The 
Collared Dove was recorded in 96% of gardens surveyed last summer, being absent from two rural 
and one urban garden. The frequency of appearances increased, to 69%, perhaps halting the negative 
trend, but that was still only the second summer since 1998 when the frequency has dropped to below 
70%. The Stock Dove, on the other hand, is becoming more frequent in our gardens in urban as well 
as rural gardens, in total appearing in 28% of gardens last summer, the highest level since our summer 
survey began.  
 

 
 
The Feral Pigeon shows more regularly, as we would expect, in urban gardens, being recorded in 33% 
of those last summer, compared to 10% of rural gardens. After a no-show in the summer of 2014, the 
Turtle Dove was recorded in just one garden, for just 90 minutes, in 2015. Another of our summer 
migrants that is in trouble is the Cuckoo, and that failed to appear in any of the gardens in 2015.      
 
Owls to woodpeckers 
There is some new evidence to suggest that the population of the Tawny Owl is dropping, but during 
last summer they were recorded in 20% of our gardens, as expected mainly those in rural areas. The 
Little Owl was reported from just two of the gardens, although in one of those it was ever-present. 
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The Swift was recorded hunting over 41% of gardens, surprisingly perhaps over more in rural areas 
(48%) than urban (33%). Certainly, though, numbers are well down in Woburn, where I live, 
compared to previous years. Two fortunate garden owners recorded Kingfishers in their gardens, a 
fairly typical level since the start of our summer survey. 
 
The story for our two common woodpeckers remains positive, with the Great Spotted Woodpecker 
appearing in 63% of gardens, and the Green Woodpecker showing in 43%, the latter the highest since 
our summer survey began. Both show a preference for rural gardens, the former less so, appearing in 
33% of urban gardens. The Lesser Spotted Woodpecker, now very scarce anywhere in the county, 
was reported from just one of the gardens surveyed in Summer 2015, although on two occasions I 
could hear them calling from outside of my garden boundary, and one occasion Mrs N saw them 
feeding in my neighbour’s garden. 
 
Crows   
Between them, members of the crow family remain widespread and very regular visitors to our 
gardens, and as before three crow species are included in the ‘Top 20’ most frequent visitors, and 
with all three increasing. The Magpie appeared in 96% of all gardens, the highest since the same level 
in 2009, the Carrion Crow was in 70% of gardens, the highest level yet, with the Jackdaw not far 
behind, in 66% of gardens. All three species are almost as likely to be found in urban gardens as those 
in rural areas. The Jay fell back slightly, though not significantly so, but in 25% of gardens was the 
lowest since 2011. 
 
Goldcrest to tits 
The Goldcrest appeared in 29% of gardens last summer, maintaining the recent average. As expected, 
it shows a preference for rural gardens, although seven urban gardens recorded it. For the second 
summer the picture for Coal Tit improved, and in 70% of gardens was the highest since 2011, when 
in 77%. It is another species that shows a preference in the summer for rural gardens, appearing in 
85% of those, compared to 53% of gardens in urban areas. 
 
The House Martin was reported feeding over 38% of our gardens last summer, mostly in rural areas, 
the highest since the same level in 1998. It is worrying however, that the county results from the BTO 
House Martin survey in 2015 were disappointing and clearly more needs to be done to see what is 
happening with this species. The Swallow was recorded feeding over 33% of the gardens, about the 
recent average, but compared to the House Martin, shows an even stronger preference for gardens in 
rural areas.   
 
The Blue Tit has been recorded in all summer gardens (except one in 2003, which was probably an 
anomaly), since our survey started. The level of frequency remains consistently high too. Much the 
same can be said for the Great Tit, and apart from the first summer of our survey, has never been 
lower than in 96% of gardens, and at a fairly stable level of frequency, if somewhat lower than the 
Blue Tit. The Marsh Tit just about hangs on to its place in our summer survey, being recorded in just 
one of the gardens last summer. After an unexpected fall in 2014, the garden appearances of Long-
tailed Tit bounced back, and in 83% of gardens was the highest level since our summer survey began. 
I was very fortunate that they chose to build a nest and raise a brood just a couple of yards outside of 
my dining room window. 
 
Warblers 
The Blackcap remains the most familiar warbler in our summer gardens, appearing in 47% of those 
covered last summer. As expected, most of those were in rural areas, but generally the results have 
been very erratic, year on year, with a high of 67% of gardens (in Summer 2013) and a low of 25% (in 
Summer 1998). The Chiffchaff is the next highest-placed warbler on the list, but took a tumble last 
summer to 28% of gardens, the lowest since 2009 when in 26%. Like the previous species, though, 
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the results are erratic from year to year. The Willow Warbler appeared in 21% of the gardens, about 
the average level for the last ten summers. However, of the 16 gardens in which it appeared, it only 
showed for more than five weeks in just one, meaning that in 15 of the gardens it was merely passing 
through. Other members of the warbler family to show in our Summer 2015 gardens were Common 
Whitethroat (in 9%), Garden Warbler (in 5%), Lesser Whitethroat (in 3%) and Sedge Warbler (also in 
3%). Of interest is that four gardens reported Common Whitethroat in just one week, all during 
August, suggesting that either migration or dispersal of breeding birds was taking place at that time.  
 
Nuthatch to Starling   
The Nuthatch appeared in 16% of gardens, slightly down on the average since 2011, but higher than 
the previous 13 summers to that. Of the nine rural gardens in which it showed it was regular in all but 
one, but in the three urban gardens it was only regular in one of those.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Treecreeper showed in 5% of gardens, 
and apart from the same level in 2008, was the 
lowest since our summer survey began in 
1998. 

 
After a low turnout in the previous summer, the Wren appeared in 89% of gardens last summer, the 
highest since 2008. It remains comfortably in our ‘Top 20’ most frequent summer garden visitors. 
 
As we mentioned in this review of the 2014 summer the Starling is perhaps showing signs of a slight 
recovery from a long-term decline, and in 97% of gardens was the best since 2006. Although the 
frequency of its appearances has levelled off too, we must remind ourselves that the frequency was at 
a level of 92% in the summer of 1999.  Overall, they were missing completely from one rural and one 
urban garden, but typically were more frequent in urban areas (61%) than rural areas (51%). 
 
Thrushes and Spotted Flycatcher   
After a big fall in the number of gardens reporting Song Thrush in the summer of 2014, during last 
summer the situation improved, with appearances in 61% of the gardens. That still compares badly 
with the level of 87% of gardens in 2003. The biggest shortfall is in urban gardens and of the 12 such 
gardens that reported the species, it was only regular in two of those. The frequency in urban gardens 
was a mere 5% compared to 29% in rural gardens. The Mistle Thrush picked up again, after the dip in 
2013, and in 20% of gardens was the highest since 2007, when in 22%. All 15 gardens that reported it 
in the summer of 2015 were in rural areas. 
Because our ‘summer’ reporting period starts when a few lingering winter visitors are still present, we 
expect to get Fieldfares (in 7% of gardens) and Redwings (in 5% of gardens) at the start of each 
‘summer’ period, but one of the latter that stayed in Don Green’s Bidwell garden until early May was 
of particular note. 
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One of the most familiar garden birds remains the Blackbird. Once again there is not much new to 
say, apart from confirming that it has been seen in every surveyed garden since 2002, and it maintains 
a very high frequency rate too, beaten off the top spot only by the Wood Pigeon. Similarly, the Robin 
is a high-profile garden bird, in never less than 99% of gardens since 2004, and at a very stable 
frequency rate.  
 
The situation for Spotted Flycatcher is rather different of course, and during last summer was 
recorded in only 5% of the gardens, the lowest level along with 2008. We should remind ourselves 
that in 1999 it appeared in 20% of the gardens. 
 
Dunnock to buntings 
The Dunnock was reported from 99% of gardens, a level it has held, more or less, since 2002, and at 
a frequency of 75%, thus maintaining its position as one of our ‘Top 5’ most frequent garden visitors. 
The number of summer gardens holding House Sparrow has been fairly consistent since 2009, and 
the frequency improved slightly during last summer, but of course all measures show a significant 
drop from the early years. As in previous summers, it was more frequent in urban gardens (68%) than 
in rural gardens (54%). In my own Woburn garden I still consider it a rarity although they are ever-
present in gardens less than 100m away. However Graham Goodall, from his Biggleswade garden 
reported that ‘a new breeding group is doing very well’ and Andrew Budd, from his garden in 
Ampthill, said that House Sparrows ‘again seemed to have a good breeding year’.   
 
After a very low score in the summer of 2014 the results for the Pied Wagtail showed an 
improvement, to 29% of gardens. It shows a very strong preference for rural areas.  
 
Moving on to a more positive note, the Goldfinch appeared in 99% of gardens last summer, the 
highest level yet. Compare that to 61% of gardens in 2000. The frequency hit a new high too, and at 
63% can be compared to just 16% in 1998. It is firmly in our ‘Top 10’ most frequent garden visitors, 
a situation helped no doubt by the provision of food provided by garden owners. 
 
As we said in the 2014 review, two other members of the finch family are not doing so well. The 
Chaffinch appeared in an average of 98% of the surveyed gardens during 2002 to 2012, but since then 
that average figure has dropped to 95%. Perhaps more telling, the frequency has dropped too, from a 
high of 70% in 2008 to 63% for the last two summers. 
 

 
 
The Greenfinch is suffering even more, although the number of gardens picked up from the low 
point in summer of 2014, to 89% of gardens last summer. The frequency continued to drop however, 
to a new low of 48%, compared to a high of 73% as recently as 2005. 
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The Bullfinch showed in only 20% of the gardens, the lowest level since 2007, when in 19%. Of the 
15 gardens that held Bullfinches, only five recorded them on a regular basis. 
 
The most widespread bunting in our gardens in the summer of 2015 was the Reed Bunting, in 12% of 
surveyed gardens. The next was the Yellowhammer, appearing in 9% of gardens, and after the high 
point in Summer 2014, a return to more usual levels.  
  
Summary 
 
Our summer garden survey has now been running for 18 years (and the winter survey even longer). 
Once again we have to thank the enthusiasm of our members for supporting our garden feeding 
projects, with many of you taking part since their inception. As usual, with the results from Summer 
2015, we can see both expected and surprising trends, not all positive of course, but it does give us a 
good picture of what birds are occurring (or are not) in one of our most valuable habitats – our 
gardens. 

Barry Nightingale    
 
 
BTO HOUSE MARTIN SURVEY 2016 
 
The BTO House Martin Survey is a two-year project and the second part (the 'nest study') takes place 
this coming summer. This has different aims from the 2015 survey: the aim is to monitor what 
activity takes place over the course of the breeding season at individual nests. We are particularly 
interested in the timing of nesting activity, the number of broods and the outcome of nesting 
attempts. 
  
Unlike the 2015 survey, the study sites have not been pre-selected, so you can watch and register any 
site which has one or more active House Martin nests in 2016. Further information is on the BTO 
website http://www.bto.org/volunteer-surveys/house-martin-survey/house-martin-nest-study-2016 
This will be updated in mid-March when more detailed information will be available. 
 
BEDFORDSHIRE HOUSE MARTIN SURVEY 2016  
 
Prompted by the poor results from last year’s BTO Survey, when House Martins where found nesting 
in only 8 of the 59 randomly allocated squares that occurred in Bedfordshire, it has been decided to 
run a county-wide House Martin survey in the summer of 2016. Please record all nesting House 
Martins that you find in the county, noting date, grid reference, place and address of nest site plus 
number of nests. For consistency with the BTO survey, a House Martin colony is defined as one or 
more nests on a SINGLE building or structure. Please provide information for each building 
separately, even if several buildings close together have House Martin nests. It would also be 
interesting to receive negative returns from areas where House Martins have nested previously but are 
absent in 2016. A recording sheet will be available to download from the website.  
 
During fieldwork for the most recent atlas (2007 – 2011) House Martins were confirmed breeding in 
175 of the 378 tetrads that comprise Bedfordshire with probable breeding in a further 42 tetrads. It 
would be good if coverage for this survey could match that of the atlas. 
 
For further information on any of these surveys or submitting results, please contact Roger Hicks by 
email at rogerkhicks@hotmail.com or on 01462-816028. 
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BEDFORDSHIRE ROOK SURVEY 2016 
 
The Bedfordshire Rook Survey will be running again in 2016. A base map has been created 
http://tinyurl.com/BedsRookeries2016 from the 2015 data. showing all known rookeries with yellow 
markers. Rookeries visited in 2016 will be marked green; rookeries no longer used will be marked 
red. Rookeries are located by a 6-figure grid reference which is converted to latitude and longitude for 
creating the google maps. As a consequence, some of the markers may be slightly out of position. 
Please let me know and I will correct the position of the markers.  
  
If you would like to contribute, all rookery data will be gratefully received. For each rookery I am 
collecting: Rookery Name, ordnance survey grid reference, count date, nest count and species of tree 
with number of nests per tree species. 
For comparison with past (and future) surveys a rookery is defined as any nest or group of nests more 
than 100m from the next nearest nest or group of nests. 
 
Most rookery names have been taken from a feature on the OS maps; these may differ from how the 
rookery is known locally. Please let me know if any of the existing names need changing. 
 
MARTIN GARNER 
 
As many of you may know, Martin Garner passed away on 29th January 2016. 
He had been suffering from cancer and was 52 years old. 
 
Martin was a Bedfordshire Birder for a period and served on the Bird Club committee in 1994 and 
subsequently on R&R committee for 2 years - 1995 and 1996. During this period, he lived in Luton in 
while he was an evangelist working for the Church Army. More recently he had been resident on the 
migration hotspot of Flamborough. 
 
He addressed the Bird Club meeting on 29th January 2013 along with Tormod 
Amundsen (Norway). His theme was "BIRDS and PEOPLE: pushing the boundaries". 
His most recent work included the development of the Birding Frontiers website for which he was a 
key contributor. Articles on the website demonstrate his eye for the subtle details between difficult 
species and sub-species, as they concentrated on the developing a greater understanding of the 
occurrence of specific races of birds that were being noted around the UK and Europe. This ran 
alongside the ground-breaking publications of the Birding Frontiers Challenge Series books, Winter 
and Autumn. 
 
I am sure Martin will be missed by many he touched who may never have met him as well as those 
who had enjoyed his company over the years. 

   
116th AUDUBON CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT - BOWEN ISLAND, VANCOUVER –  
2nd JANUARY 2016 
 
Richard Wing (son of Sonnie, our Assistant Treasurer), who used to be a member of our Club before 
he moved to Canada in 2003, has continued with his interest in birds on the other side of the North 
American continent. He lives on Bowen Island, which is a 30 minute ferry ride from Vancouver and 
has taken responsibility for organising the Island’s Christmas Bird Count. Members might be 
interested to read his report on results of their 2016 effort, a little different from our own 
Bedfordshire Christmas Bird Hunt ! 

 
It was the perfect winter day: sunny, crisp and calm.  Forty three Bowen Islanders set out at the crack 
of dawn or settled in front of their feeders for a day’s birding with the intention of counting each bird 
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Canada Goose 1  

Mute Swan  1  

American Wigeon 2  

Mallard   33  

Ring-necked Duck 6  

Harlequin Duck 2  

Surf Scoter  939  

Bufflehead  87  

Common Goldeneye 12  

Barrow’s Goldeneye 390  

Hooded Merganser 12  

Common Merganser 32  

Red-breasted Merganser 3  

Duck spp.  9  

Common Loon 4  

Loon spp.   4  

Horned Grebe 10  

Red-necked Grebe 5  

Eared Grebe  1  

Western Grebe 1  

Brandt’s Cormorant 7  

Double-crested Corm’t 23  

Pelagic Cormorant 14  

Cormorant spp. 1  

Great Blue Heron 6  

Bald Eagle   52  

Immature Bald Eagle 53  

Sharp-shinned Hawk 1  

Falcon spp.   1  

Surfbird   4  

Mew Gull  16  

Thayer's Gull 6  

Glaucous-winged Gull 163  

Gull spp.   103  

Hybrid Gull   2  

Common Murre 4  

Marbled Murrelet 25  

Anna's Hummingbird 32  

Belted Kingfisher 3  

Red-breasted Sapsucker 15  

Hairy Woodpecker 6  

Northern Flicker 43  

Pileated Woodpecker 23  

Woodpecker spp. 12  

Steller’s Jay   58  

Northwestern Crow 131  

Common Raven 75  

Black-capped Chickadee 187  

Chestnut-backedd Chic’e 149  

Chickadee spp 12  

Red-breasted Nuthatch 24  

Brown Creeper 7  

Pacific Wren  84  

American Dipper 1  

Golden-crowned Kinglet 95  

Ruby-crowned Kinglet 4  

Kinglet spp.   7  

Hermit Thrush 4  

American Robin 30  

Varied Thrush 90  

European Starling 22  

Spotted Towhee 106  

Fox Sparrow 13  

Song Sparrow 38  

Golden–crowned Sparrow  2  

Sparrow spp. 15  

Dark-eyed Junco 139  

House Finch   14  

Red Crossbill 54  

Pine Siskin   64  

House Sparrow 1  

  

Total Species 61 

Total Individuals 3595 

seen throughout the day.  This activity forms part of the annual Audubon Christmas Bird Count 
(CBC), now in its 116th year, and conducted all over North America by citizen scientists like our own 
Bowen Islanders.  The data collected over the past century allow Audubon researchers, conservation 
biologists, wildlife agencies and other interested individuals to study the long-term health and status 
of bird populations across North America. 
Collectively, we spent 93 hours in the field and tramped an impressive 98 km, recording a total of 
3595 individual birds from 61 different species.  A fantastic total that just goes to show what a rich 
and ecologically significant place this island and surrounding 
waters is that we call home.  The most abundant bird was the 
Surf Scoter. The Surf Scoter is a sea duck that breeds on the 
lakes and ponds of the Arctic during the summer, but spends 
most of its time on the sea. The Pacific Northwest is a 
particularly important area for the Scoter, where it feeds on the 
clams and mussels of our coastline before following the 
herring spawn back north in the spring. 

Results 

 

Many great birds were recorded, no rarities but an excellent 
diversity of species nonetheless.  Very good sea bird numbers 
were seen around the southwest side of the island, including 
four Grebe species: Horned (Slavonian), Western, Red-necked 
and Eared (Black-necked) and many Marbled Murrelets. 
A healthy flock of Red Crossbills were recorded at Cape Roger 
Curtis and four Surfbirds were observed in the Tunstall 
Bay/Sealy Park area. 
There were a fantastic number of Bald Eagles recorded with 
52 adults and 53 immatures in all.  It is highly likely many of 
these were duplicate sightings; however I witnessed a constant 
stream coming in from the northwest throughout the day.  
One surprise for me was the number of Pileated 
Woodpeckers, 23 in total – who knew there were so many on 
Bowen! 
 
The densest area for birds was the southwest, due 
predominantly to the good numbers of sea birds.  The species 
count was more evenly spread across the island with all areas 
having good numbers, the exception being Grafton Lake 
which yielded only 6 species, although one was a beautiful 
“Sooty” Fox Sparrow. 
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REPORT OF THE BEDFORDSHIRE BIRD CLUB RARITIES COMMITTEE 
 
Following recent discussions of the committee, the following records have all been reviewed and 
accepted for the period January 2015 to May 2015. 
 

Species Location Date Last date # Finder

Black-necked Grebe Dunstable SW From 2014 1 Mick Price

Siberian Chiffchaff Bedford SW From 2014 3 Birdguides/Steve Blain

Siberian Chiffchaff Marston SW From 2014 20/02/2015 1 Steve Blain

Brent Goose Meadow Lane GP 04/01/2015 05/01/2015 1 Stuart Elsom

Great White Egret Roxton Lake 10/01/2015 01/02/2015+ 1 Richard Bashford

Great White Egret Shuttleworth 18/01/2015 1 Tony Squire

Ferruginous Duck Quest ClP 18/01/2015 1 Chris Deary

Great White Egret Cardington 02/02/2015 1 Mark Hawkes

Ferruginous Duck Quest ClP 07/02/2015 1 Andy Grimsey

Ferruginous Duck Stewartby Newt Ponds 15/02/2015 1 Andy Grimsey

Water Pipit Meadow Lane GP 14/02/2015 1 Steve Blain

Glossy Ibis Sandy 20/02/2015 1 Derek Guar

Sandwich Tern Stewartby Lake 29/03/2015 04/04/2015 1 Martin Palmer?

Black-necked Grebe Woburn Park 02/04/2015 04/04/2015 1 Mark Newman

Hawfinch Holcote Wood, Cranfield 06/04/2015 1 Michael Simmons 

Dartford Warbler Aspley Heath 06/04/2015 1 Janice Robertson

Dartford Warbler Aspley Heath 06/04/2015 1 Peter Smith

Sandwich Tern Broom GP 10/04/2015 1 Matt Burgess

Little Tern Broom GP 22/04/2015 2 Martin Stevens/Jim Porter

White-winged Black Tern Broom GP 24/04/2015 1 Peter Nash/Steve Blain

Little Tern Derek Whites Eggs pit 26/04/2015 1 Darren Oakley-Martin

Sandwich Tern Stewartby Lake 07/05/2015 2 Duncan Hilliard

Temminck’s Stint Meadow Lane GP 08/05/2015 1 Keith Owen

Red-necked Phalarope Broom GP 19/05/2015 20/05/2015 1 Stuart Warren, Andy Barnes

Temminck’s Stint Broom GP 22/05/2015 25/05/2015 2 David Fisher, Dave Odell

White Stork Henlow 27/05/2015 1 John Francis

Temminck’s Stint Broom GP 31/05/2015 1 Martin Stevens/Jim Porter  
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