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EDITORIAL 
 
Welcome to the late spring edition of The Hobby.  
Following a cold spring, all summer birds have returned and breeding outcomes are eagerly anticipated. 
We welcome all records of our scarcer breeders which are noted in the article prepared by Graham 
Goodall on the rarer breeding birds in our county. Turtle Doves in particular are just hanging on, some 
species appear to have now been lost to us while others on this list are showing an increasing trend, both 
situations that we hope to document comprehensively. This list has been compiled by the R&R 
committee of the Bird Club. An example is also included of some of the activities that they have been 
doing in working with the owners of some of our favoured birdwatching haunts.  
Also included is a reminder of this year’s county-wide House Martin survey building on the survey 
already defined by the BTO. Please share your records.  Good birding to all… 

          Andy Grimsey 
 
MARCH – APRIL 2016 BIRD NEWS 
 
Contributors: please phone Steve Blain on 07979 606300 or email recorder@bedsbirdclub.org.uk  with 
any news or records. Records are preferred via the online system BirdTrack, using the Excel file found 
on the Bird Club Website, singly using the online form ( http://tinyurl.com/2v6oweh ), or on paper.   
 
March 2016 
 
Whooper Swan - One flew north over Sandy on 23rd. 
Pintail - Three were at Meadow Lane GP on 19th with one there on 25th 
Greater Scaup - A female was on Rookery North ClP on 6th 
Common Scoter - Two flew over the A421 near Stewartby Lake on 12th, with two on Stewartby Lake 
and two on Brogborough Lake on 20th.  Single females were seem at Priory CP and Grovebury SP on 
29th, with perhaps the Priory bird also seen at Box End Park on 30th, then back at Priory CP on 30th-
31st. 
Red-necked Grebe - The first for around ten years was at Radwell Lakes on 19th (RIB) 
Marsh Harrier - One flew over Broom GP on 23rd 
Merlin - Birds were seen at Sandy Smith NR, Meadow Lane GP, Broom GP 
Avocet - One was at Broom GP on 1st 
Ruff - Two were at Meadow Lane GP on 19th 
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Black-tailed Godwit - A spectacular flock of 350 flew over Meadow Lane GP on 13th, with several 
flocks of up to 20 birds also seen nearby the same day.  One was at Broom GP on 27th 
Eurasian Curlew - One was at Broom GP on 2nd with another at Sandy Smith NR on 20th, 
Spotted Redshank - One was at Broom GP on 23rd 
Mediterranean Gull - An adult was at Broom GP on 19th, and a first-winter at Meadow Lane GP on 
19th. 
Yellow-legged Gull - One was present in the Stewartby Lake roost on 8th. 
Little Gull - One was at Brogbrough Lake on 28th 
Kittiwake - One was at Broom GP on 5th, and another on the Pillinge, MVCP and two at Grovebury 
SP on 9th. 
Lesser Spotted Woodpecker - Birds were recorded from The Lodge RSPB, Stockgrove CP, 
Eversholt Lake and Flitwick Moor 
Great Grey Shrike - The Poppy Hill bird was still present on 1st. 
Common Chiffchaff - A Siberian Chiffchaff was at Marston Sewage Works on 25th (NW), with 
another close by and singing at the Pillinge, MVCP on 26th (AG, SN) 
Ring Ouzel - One was at The Lodge RSPB on 24th 
 

 
 
Black Redstart - One was in a Tempsford garden on 17th-18th. 
Rock Pipit - Birds were at Broom GP on 18th-19th and 27th, at Meadow Lane GP on 19th-20th, at 
Black Cat GP on 25th 
Common Redpoll - Up to ten were reported around the Lodge RSPB 
Common Crossbill - One was at the Lodge RSPB on 27th 
 
April 2016  
 
Pintail - One was at Meadow Lane GP on 12th, two at Broom GP on 14th 
Garganey - A pair were at Willington GP on 21st.  a drake was at Meadow Lane GP on 29th 
Greater Scaup - A drake was on the Pillinge, MVCP on 8th 
Common Scoter - A male was at Grovebury SP on 24th 
Red-breasted Merganser - Two were at Brogborough Lake on 11th 
Great Northern Diver - One was at Stewartby Lake on 15th (NW) 
Eurasian Bittern - Up to three booming birds were present in the county. 
White Stork - One flew over Kempston on 20th (BA), then was found early the next morning at 
Fenlake Meadows (DOM), it was then tracked up the Ouse valley and was last seen around the Black 
Cat roundabout.  Unfortunately it appears to have been an escape from a bird rehabilitation site in 
Norfolk.  This individual (it had a green ring) had hit powerlines in Poland and was transported to 
Norfolk for rehabilitation, but had escaped during the winter and has been touring East Anglia ever 
since. 
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Black-necked Grebe - One was on Brogborough Lake on 3rd (AG), two at Meadow Lane GP on 
12th, and another was present at Brogborough Lake 23rd-30th (masquerading as a Slav for some of 
this period) 
White-tailed Eagle - One was reported at Grovebury SP on 9th (TD) 
Marsh Harrier - Two were present at MVCP for much of the month. 
Northern Goshawk - Two flew over Dunstable SW on 3rd (MP) 
Osprey - One flew over Stewartby Lake on 1st, one over Dunstable Sewage Works on 3rd, one over 
The Lodge RSPB on 5th, Broom on 8th over Tempsford Airfield on 18th 
Merlin - One was at Broom GP on 2nd 
Avocet - One was at Meadow Lane GP on 11th 
Black-tailed Godwit - One was at Fenlake Meadows then Meadow Lane GP on 28th-30th 
Bar-tailed Godwit - One was at Meadow Lane GP on 25th 
Whimbrel - One was at Meadow Lane GP on 29th 
Eurasian Curlew - One was at Broom GP on 9th, two over Hockliffe on 12th, and one at Broom GP 
on 22nd and a pair were back at Thurleigh Airfield. 
Spotted Redshank - One was at Meadow Lane GP on 2nd-4th, another was at Broom GP (this bird 
had been colour ringed in France) 
Greenshank - Up to four were at Meadow Lane GP 
Little Gull – Three (1+2)  were seen at Broom GP, three at Derek Whites Eggs pit, four at Grovebury 
SP on 11th, three at Meadow Lane GP, one at Grovebury SP, and one at Broom GP on 12th 
Sandwich Tern - Two were at Broom GP on 2nd (JP) and one at Stewartby Lake on 16th (SCB, 
DOM, AG) 
Arctic Tern - Three were at Priory CP on 15th, one at Broom GP on 15th, three at Meadow Lane GP 
on 16th, six (5+1) at Priory CP on 23rd, three at Brogborough Lake on 23rd, one at Grovebury on 23rd 
Short-eared Owl - Two were at Luton Airport on 5th, one at Broom GP on 9th, one at Blows Downs 
on 9th, and one at Langford Mill Meadows 19th-21st 
Firecrest - A singing bird was found in a Beeston garden on 25th 
Wood Warbler - One was reported at MVCP on 30th (HF) 
Ring Ouzel - Up to seven were at Blows Downs, one at MVCP, three at Broom GP, five at Pegsdon 
Hills, one at Knocking Hoe, three at Houghton Regis ChP 
Black Redstart - Singles were at Blows Downs on 2nd-3rd, Broom GP on 3rd, Bedford SW on 4th, 
Pegsdon Hills on 5th, Blows Downs on 10th,  
Common Redstart - Birds were present at Blows Downs on 4th, 5th, 9th, 10th,  .  Others was at 
Pegsdon Hills and Brogborough Hill on 5th, Langford Mill on 9th (with two present on 10th), at 
Priory CP on 13th, singles at Broom GP on 17th and 23rd-25th, Langford Mill on 24th 
Whinchat - Singles were noted at MVCP, Broom GP, Poppy Hill, Thurleigh Airfield, Octagon Farm 
and Arlesey Blue Lagoon 
Pied Flycatcher - A male was reported at the Lodge RSPB on 30th 
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Observers:   
 
HF - Hannah Forrest; SCB - Steve Blain; DOM - Darren Oakley-Martin 
MP - Mick Price; AG - Andy Grimsey; NW - Neil Wright 
TD - Tony Donnelly; SN - Steve Northwood; RIB - Richard Bashford 
 
We thank all contributors who have submitted their records directly to the Recorder, or via Bedsbirds 
Email Group as well as other sources. 

Compiled by Steve Blain 
recorder@bedsbirdclub.org.uk 

 
PROGRAMME MATTERS 
 
The following field trips are arranged in the next few weeks. All members are welcome to join the party 
with two excellent leaders and opportunities to see some superb birds that unfortunately do not occur 
in Bedfordshire. 
 
Sunday 22nd May 2016: Day trip to the Peak District for woodland and moorland specialities. Meet 
in RSPB Coombes Valley Reserve Car Park, SK009534, at 9.30am. Leader:  Kevin Sharpe 
 
Sunday 12th June 2016: Day trip to the Norfolk/Suffolk Brecks for local specialities. Meet at Walkers 
Cafe for pre-meeting breakfast, located in lay-by off A1065 just past the A11/A1101 Barton Mills 
roundabout, TL728743 at 8.30am. Leader:  John Tomlin 

 
 
NEW MEMBERS 
 
We would like to welcome the following new members to the Beds Bird Club: 
 
Bex Cartwright, Sandy 
Jane Payne, Biggleswade 
Kiffy Pettigrew, Ampthill 
Malcolm Stewart, Toddington 
Michael Wooldridge, Ampthill 
 
We hope you will enjoy many years of membership with us. 

Mary Sheridan 
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THE WORK OF THE RECORDS AND RESEARCH COMMITTEE. 
 
We would like to thank to all those members who used BirdTrack to enter their records.  Please add 
breeding status to all records where applicable; it greatly enhances the value of the records.  As of 2014 
the county Records Centre has over 609,000 bird records available for use. 
 
Ornithological criteria to support County Wildlife Sites.  All documents have been revised as a 
result of Birds of Conservation Concern 4, which was published in British Birds (December 2015).   
 
The BTO House Martin Survey 2015 was based on randomly selected 1 km squares.  For the 
purposes of the survey any building with nests was recorded as a colony.  Of the 41 squares that were 
surveyed in Bedfordshire, House Martin nests were only noted in eight.  A total of 18 colonies were 
recorded with only two squares recording more than one colony.  Only 89 nests were counted of 
which 63 were occupied.  More than 10 nests were recorded in only three squares.  In light of these 
poor returns, it was decided to organise a county-wide House Martin survey for the summer of 2016. 
 
Bedford Autodrome, Thurleigh.  We have worked closely with the owners and ecological 
consultants to ensure that the correct ecological advice was included in the planning application that 
was submitted in November 2015.   Ecological features will include the retention of an area of 
degraded concrete and a new scrape for Ringed Plovers; a specifically managed hay cut for breeding 
Curlew; and owl nest boxes. 
 
Stratton Park Balancing Pond, Wildlife Site.  Land to the west of the WS has been identified for an 
extension to the industrial area.  If, developed, the resulting run-off water could drown important 
habitats and species.  A planning response was sent in September 2015 regarding the Outline planning 
application.  Central Bedfordshire Council are minded to approve the application subject to referral to 
the Secretary of State to see if they want to call it in. 
 
Chalton Sewage Works; Anglian Water.  A site visit was made on 27th January to discuss the 
implications of planned works to the site.  The Environment Agency has tasked AW with ‘improving’ 
the quality of water discharged to the River Flit, by reducing Ammonia levels, Suspended Solids and 
improving the Biological Oxygen Demand.  At the moment, AW do not know how they are going to 
achieve this; the solution may be solved by installing new plant.  So, no definite plans as to what is 
going to happen at the site.  The programme will be ongoing for 18 months or so.  We have 
recommended that ecological surveys are conducted for birds, mammals, amphibians, reptiles, fish, and 
plants, to support the submission of a planning application to the Local Planning Authority. 
 
Cainhoe Lakes.  A planning application was submitted to Central Bedfordshire Council on 26th 
January for a ‘country park’ and 94 houses.  An analysis of bird data 2002-2014 demonstrating the 
ornithological importance of the site, has been submitted in a response to the planning application.  
Recommendations for the future management and funding of the ‘country park’ have also been made. 
 
The Bird Club is represented on the BNHS Scientific Committee, the Wildlife Site Panel and the 
Wildlife Working Group and this has raised the profile of the club with other nature conservation 
organisations in the county. 
 
The restoration of Gypsy Lane East, Broom continues.  It will be interesting to see if the site 
continues to support important bird species. 
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Broom South Quarry.  We have asked Tarmac and Central Bedfordshire Council if we can be 
involved with the future restoration of the site.  However, to do this we will need the permission of the 
landowner. 
‘Secrets of the Sands’ Greensand Ridge Project.  The project area covers 221 square kilometres and 
could have huge implications for the Greensand Ridge and how it is managed and promoted.  Total 
funding (Heritage Lottery Fund, plus match-funding) could amount to £2.3 million over a five year 
period; 2015-2020.  The project aims to strengthen the landscape character of the Ridge, reconnect 
local communities to the area, contribute to rural economic growth and create an effective partnership 
for managing the landscape, as well as deliver habitat creation and restoration for heathland (40ha), 
acid grassland (2ha), neutral grassland (17ha), wet woodland (15ha), plus grazing priority habitats 
(20ha).  

Graham R. Goodall. 
Honorary Research Officer. 

 
BTO HOUSE MARTIN SURVEY 2016 
 
The second year of the BTO House Martin survey is a nest study with the aim of monitoring the 
activities that take place over the course of the breeding season at individual nests with the emphasis 
on timing of nesting activity, the number of broods and outcome of nesting attempts. Full details are 
available on the BTO website (www.bto.org/housemartins-2016), from where you can log in or 
register to the House Martin Nest Study, and download the forms and instructions in preparation for 
the start of the survey. If you registered for the 2015 survey you will be able to log in and will not need 
to register again this year. 
 
You can select your own site(s) to monitor. The BTO would prefer complete coverage of a small 
number of nests rather than partial coverage of a many. With this in mind please consider selecting a 
subset of nests if your local colony is large. House Martins are now starting to arrive at their colonies. 
Please try to start recording by the end of May at the very latest, or sooner if possible so that we can 
obtain information about the state of the nests before breeding activity begins in earnest.  
  
BEDFORDSHIRE HOUSE MARTIN AND SWIFT SURVEY 2016  
 
Prompted by the poor results from last year’s BTO Survey, when House Martins where found nesting 
in only 8 of the 59 randomly allocated squares that occurred in Bedfordshire, it has been decided to 
run a county-wide House Martin survey in the summer of 2016. Please record all nesting House 
Martins that you find in the county, noting date, grid reference, place and address of nest site plus 
number of nests. For consistency with the BTO survey, a House Martin colony is defined as one or 
more nests on a SINGLE building or structure. Please provide information for each building 
separately, even if several buildings close together have House Martin nests. It would also be 
interesting to receive negative returns from areas where House Martins have nested previously but are 
absent in 2016. A recording sheet will be available to download from the website.  
 
During fieldwork for the most recent atlas (2007 – 2011) House Martins were confirmed breeding in 
175 of the 378 tetrads that comprise Bedfordshire with probable breeding in a further 42 tetrads. It 
would be good if coverage for this survey could match that of the atlas. 
 
Swifts, like House Martins, are declining in number and are now included on the Birds of Conservation 
Concern amber list. Graham Bellamy is hoping to start a Swift Action Group for Bedfordshire, details 
of which will appear on the website and on the BedsBirds email group. In the meantime, we would like 
to start collecting information on where birds are breeding in the county. As House Martins and Swifts 
nest in similar locations, it seems sensible to combine the surveys. 
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For further information on any of these surveys or submitting results, please contact Roger Hicks by 
email at rogerkhicks@hotmail.com or on 01462-816028. 
 
 
PARISH (WRESTLINGWORTH & COCKAYNE HATLEY) HOUSE MARTIN 
BREEDING SURVEY - 2015   
 
BTO SURVEY (see) involved three, one-two hour recces from the end of May to mid July and found 
no nests in the designated 1Km square area (TL 2547), which covered the vast majority of the 
Wrestlingworth houses. Several birds were seen flying overhead near Church Farm and a “pair” 
perched briefly on the roof of a house on the Hatley Road but did not stay. 
No nests were reported on the dwellings in the centre of Cockayne Hatley either (Ian Woiwod). 
However two sites within the Parish were found to provide productive nesting for small colonies, one 
at the Manor House next to the John the Baptist Church (first reported by IW) and the other at the 
Manor Farmhouse, adjacent to the Molehill barns (BTO recording since 2010 by PPAH). Detailed 
observations are summarised below. 
 
Manor House – Cockayne Hatley TL 2549 (Nicky Greer): 
1st Visit.  24/06/15 (2-2.30pm, sunny, blue sky, 20o c, light breeze) 
21 old, unused and damaged, mud nests observed under the eave of one side of the house facing East. 
However 4 nests in the same line of nests were freshly made and each housed at least two fledglings 
(photos available). One further nest was seen tucked away under the apex of a South wall with adults 
entering but was too hidden to observe the entrance hole.  
2nd Visit. 23/07/15 (2-2.30pm, dull but warm, 23oc , slightly breezy) 
4 nests had well developed fledglings almost coming out of their nests to be fed. 8 to 10 adults seen at 
one time flying around the nests with food. 
South facing nest overtaken by House Sparrows. 
 
Overall summary: 4 mud nests with well developed fledglings 
 
Manor Farmhouse – Molehill Barns TL 2446 (Charles and Karen Stirling): 
1st Visit.   30/06/15 (11.30am, sunny, 24oc, calm) 
East facing wall. 3 concrete nests, 2 with fledglings, 2 mud nests, one with young, 
One 3-hole HS box in use. 
South facing wall. 5 Concrete nests (3active), 1 mud nest active 
One 3-hole HS box in use. 
West facing wall. 3 Concrete nests (at least 2 active) 
Summary: 10 active nests (8 concrete and 2 mud) with well developed fledglings seen in two. 
2nd Visit.  03/08/15 (3.30pm, dull, warm and windy, 21oc ) 
East facing wall. 3 Concrete (all in use), 5 mud nests (3 definitely in use with fledglings being fed, 
2+2+1). HS not evident 
South facing wall. 5 Concrete and 1 mud nest all active. HS not evident 
West facing wall. 3 Concrete nests (2 active) 
Summary: 14 active nests (10 concrete and 4 mud) with well developed fledglings in three. 
Overall Summary: 14 active nests (10 concrete and 4 mud) with well developed fledglings evident. 
Pat Humphrey 05/08/15 
Notes: Paul Stevens noted about 12 HMs at Church Farm, even seen flying into the stables 
(09/08/15); while Charles Stirling reported (11/08/15) about 20 HMs now regularly circled around his 
house. 

Patrick Hunphrey 
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RARE BREEDING BIRDS IN BEDFORDSHIRE 

Compiled by the Records and Research Committee  Bedfordshire Bird Club 
G R Goodall, R K Hicks and S C Blain  

Approved; Bird Club General Committee: 9th September 2014 
Adopted; Wildlife Site Panel: 25th February 2015 
 
This document has been compiled by the Records and Research Committee of the Bedfordshire Bird 
Club.  All three authors serve in an honorary capacity under the following titles: 

• Graham Goodall; Research Officer. 

• Steve Blain; Bedfordshire Bird Recorder. 

• Roger Hicks; British Trust for Ornithology Regional Representative. 
 
Criteria and definitions 
The document supports the bird criteria for the identification of county Wildlife Sites.  In order to 
assist users, certain criteria and definitions have been applied.  
 
Rarity 
The criteria used to determine ‘rarity’ are relevant to the bird species that breed, or have bred, in 
Bedfordshire, based on the latest Bedfordshire Breeding Atlas.  Relevant thresholds e.g. number of 
pairs and/or number of sites or tetrads occupied have been applied following data analysis of three 
county breeding atlases and annual Bird Reports.  As a result, rarity has been determined as less than 
(<) 25 pairs and/or <38 ‘sites’ or tetrads occupied.  The number (threshold) of occupied tetrads was 
determined as a percentage of the county; i.e. the county has 378 tetrads and 38 tetrads represents 10% 
of the land area of the county. 
 
Breeding 
The breeding season is nationally accepted as running from 1st April to 31st August, with the proviso 
that resident species may breed during February and March depending on prevailing weather 
conditions at the time.  Proof of breeding or an attempt to breed can take several forms; therefore, the 
British Trust for Ornithology (BTO) definitions have been used: 
 
Probable breeder: 

- Pair in suitable nesting habitat. 
- Permanent Territory (defended over at least 1 week). 
- Visiting probable nest site. 
- Agitated behaviour. 
- Brood patch of incubating bird (seen on bird in the hand). 
- Nest building or excavating a nest hole. 

 
Confirmed breeder: 

- Distraction display or injury feigning. 
- Used nest or eggshells found from current season. 
- Recently fledged young or downy young. 
- Adults entering or leaving nest site in circumstances indicating occupied nest. 
- Adult carrying faecal sac or food for young. 
- Nest containing eggs. 
- Nest with young seen or heard. 

 
Review 
A review of this document will take place after the 2017 breeding season. 
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Species: 
Whooper Swan   
Barnacle Goose * 
Egyptian Goose * 
Common Shelduck  
Mandarin Duck * 
Eurasian Wigeon  
Gadwall   
Eurasian Teal  
Pintail   
Garganey   
Shoveler   
Red-crested Pochard  
Common Pochard  
Tufted Duck 
Goosander [PB] 
Common Quail 
Great Cormorant 
Eurasian Bittern 
Little Egret 
Black-necked Grebe [PB] 
Grey Heron  
Honey Buzzard [PB]  

Red Kite  
Marsh Harrier [PB] 
Montagu’s Harrier [PB] 
Northern Goshawk [PB] 
Water Rail   
Oystercatcher  
Avocet [PB]  
Little Ringed Plover  
Ringed Plover   
Eurasian Curlew  
Common Redshank 
Woodcock [PB]  
Common Snipe [PB]  
Common Tern 
Black-headed Gull 
Mediterranean Gull [PB] 
Lesser Black-backed Gull 
Herring Gull   
Turtle Dove   
Long-eared Owl  
European Nightjar [PB] 
Common Kingfisher  

Lesser Spotted Woodpecker 
Peregrine [PB] 
Rose-ringed Parakeet [PB] * 
Common Raven  
Firecrest   
Bearded Tit [PB]  
Woodlark [PB]   
Sand Martin   
Cetti’s Warbler   
Dartford Warbler [PB]  
Common Nightingale 
Black Redstart [PB]  
Common Redstart [PB] 
European Stonechat [PB] 
Northern Wheatear [PB] 
Tree Pipit [PB]  
Tree Sparrow [PB]  
Hawfinch [PB]   
Lesser Redpoll 
Common Crossbill  
Siskin 

 
 

Note:   
Potential colonists - breeders (PB) have been added to the list, based on recent occurrences and that 
breeding has taken place in close proximity – neighbouring county - to Bedfordshire (British Birds, 
2014).  Some species have bred in the past and may do so again. 
* Introduced species should not be used to support the identification of a county Wildlife Site if they 
are the only rare breeding bird present. 
 
FEMALE WOODPECKER DRUMMING 
 
On my local patch at Henlow Grange, Great Spotted Woodpeckers Dendrocopos major have been 
drumming regularly since New Year’s Day. On 16 January 2015, drumming was heard from trees on 
the east bank of Poppy Hill Lakes. The drumming consisting of a burst of hammering followed by a 
pause repeated four or five times in a couple of minutes. The drumming was not as ‘crisp’ as normal 
which I thought might be due to the chosen branch or possibly my proximity to the drumming bird. It 
was quite different though to the muted, irregular tapping produced by foraging woodpeckers. When I 
located the bird, I was surprised to see that it had the black nape of a female. I had not previously 
recorded female Great Spotted Woodpeckers drumming nor realised that they did so but subsequent 
reading revealed that both sexes drum although that of the female may be less frequent and less intense 
(BWP). 

Roger K. Hicks 
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REPORT OF THE BEDFORDSHIRE BIRD CLUB RARITIES COMMITTEE 
 
Following recent discussions of the committee, the following records have all been reviewed and 
accepted and include a few remaining from the start of the year and all but two remaining records 
under review for the period from June 2015 to December 2015. 
 
Species Location Date Last date # Finder

Penduline Tit MVCP 04/01/2015 1 Ethan Diver

Great White Egret Blunham Lake 11/01/2015 1

Lol Carman, Bob C, 

Martin Palmer, Jim Gurney

Great Grey Shrike Sandy Smith NR 17/01/2015 1 Lawrence Jarret

Siberian Chiffchaff Upper Caldecote 20/01/2015 1 Matt Burgess

Black-necked Grebe Quest ClP 31/01/2015 1 Roger Hicks

Great White Egret Bromham 09/02/2015 1 Stuart Warren

Great Grey Shrike

Pegsdon Hills/

Knocking Hoe 11/02/2015 18/02/2015+ 1 Lawrence Jarret

Great White Egret Brogborough Area 12/03/2015 1 Paul Nye

Wood Warbler Wigmore CP 26/04/2015 1 Mike Russell

Wood Warbler Willington GP 29/04/2015 1 Martin Palmer

Common Crane Biggleswade 12/07/2015 1 Phil Burfield

Caspian Gull Broom GP 18/08/2015 1 Steve Blain

Wryneck Shillington 30/08/2015 1

Steve Austin/

Gillian Marchant

Little Tern Stewartby Lake 31/08/2015 2 Neil/Paul Wright

Caspian Gull Broom South Quarry 01/09/2015 1 Steve Blain

Caspian Gull Broom GP 11/09/2015 1 Steve Blain

Caspian Gull Broom GP 17/09/2015 1 Martin Stevens

Caspian Gull Broom GP 18/09/2015 1 David Fisher 

Great White Egret Broom GP 25/09/2015 2 Steve Blain

Caspian Gull Stewartby Lake 26/09/2015 27/09/2015 1 Keith Owen

Great Grey Shrike Sandy Smith NR 04/10/2015 1 Jim Porter

Yellow-browed Warbler Whipsnade Zoo 17/10/2015 1 Philip Precey 

Great Grey Shrike

Swedish Cottages, 

Streatley 18/10/2015 20/10/2015 1 Darin Stanley

Caspian Gull Broom GP 19/10/2015 1 Steve Blain

Great White Egret Radwell Lakes 19/10/2015 1 Tony Ploszajski

Caspian Gull Broom GP 22/10/2015 1 Jim Porter

Bufflehead * Priory CP 29/10/2015 1 Tony P, Dave Kramer

Penduline Tit Broom GP 31/10/2015 02/11/2015 2 Stuart Warren 

Great Grey Shrike Langford 08/11/2015 1 Roger Hicks

Caspian Gull Derek Whites Eggs pit 10/11/2015 1

Richard Bashford/

Steve Blain

Great White Egret Bidwell 24/11/2015 1 Don Green

Great Northern Diver Stewartby Lake 28/11/2015 1 Steve Blain

Great White Egret Cuckoo Bridge Lake 12/12/2015 1 Richard Bashford

Great White Egret Woburn Park 26/12/2015 29/12/2015 1 Don Green

Great Northern Diver Rookery North CIP 31/12/2015 Into 2016 1 Martin Palmer

       * Not accepted by BBRC  
 

Matt Burgess 
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AN ARMCHAIR TICK ? 

At the recent Bird Club Meeting, during the talk on Morocco by Alan Davies, he made mention of the 
local Magpie and Crested Lark species being split and giving any previous visitors to Morocco two 
extra Life Birds, as “Armchair Ticks”.  Afterwards during conversation in the pub, the general opinion 
was that this was not acceptable and that to claim the new species as a Life Bird, you had to see them 
after the split was published.  This means that you can only get an “Armchair Tick” if when you see the 
bird it has already been designated as a new species, but you were unaware of this position, in which 
case you should be more up to date on your information!  Perhaps the more cutting term of “Tarts 
Tick”, sometimes used for this type of Life Bird Tick, supports the doubts of the acceptability of 
counting the species if it was seen before the species was split. 

Do all agree, or not?  Answers to the Hobby please. 

Now I need to go and look at my own Life List. 

David Anderson 

 
BEDFORDSHIRE ROOK SURVEY 2016 
 
With many trees in leaf, the rookery recording season is now coming to an end for another year. So far 
this year, nest counts have been received for 178 rookeries with a total of 4373 nests recorded. Both 
the number of rookeries and number of nests is slightly down on last year. The results of this year’s 
survey can be viewed at http://tinyurl.com/BedsRookeries2016 where the green markers are the 
rookeries used this year, red are sites where rookeries have been recorded in recent years but were not 
used this year. The single yellow marker is the one rookery site, at Toddington services on the M1, that 
was not visited this year. As in previous years, ash is the most frequently used nest tree (33% of nests) 
although 42% of nest trees remain unidentified. Now the leaves are out, and so aiding identification, I 
am hoping to reduce this percentage in the next few weeks. 
 
One rookery was lost, on the southern edge of Leighton Buzzard, when the trees were cut down, but 
the birds have move just a few hundred metres, to trees alongside the by-pass. Two other long-
standing rookeries, Carlton Wood and Lower Dean, were abandoned, for no obvious reason. To 
offset, this several other rookeries were recorded for the first time in recent years, e.g. Wardown Park 
in Luton and Millow Hall while that beside the A507 south of Ampthill was used again for the first 
time since 2012.  
 
If there are any rookeries missing from the google map or if extra details (later counts, nest tree 
species) are available, please let me know. 
 
Thanks to David Anderson, Mike Bird, Steve Blain, Robin Edwards, Mark Fitzpatrick, Lawrence 
Jarrett, John Kirkham, Graham Knight, Judith Knight, Trevor Morgan, Tony Revill, Mike Russel and 
Aiden Whitfield for their help with the survey (with sincerest apologies to anyone I have inadvertently 
missed).     
 

Roger Hicks 
 
IMAGES BY: 
 
Steve Blain:  Black Redstart 
Martin Palmer: White Stork   
Stuart Warren: Short-eared Owl  
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