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EDITORIAL 
 
Welcome to the September 2017 production of The Hobby. With autumn well underway and our 
winter program of events set to start before the end of the month, the website has been fully updated 
with details and a copy of the programme included with hardcopy of this newsletter. Also enclosed is 
our Winter Garden Bird Feeding Survey Form, starting on Sunday 1st October. 
Good birding to all…       
  Andy Grimsey 
 
PROGRAMME MATTERS  
 
Iolo Williams talk – Tuesday 26th September                                                     
 
All available tickets for our 25th birthday event have now been sold and unfortunately there will very 
limited spaces for entries on the door. We would ask that all members who have tickets to ensure that 
you bring them with you on the night so we can check you in on arrival. Doors will be open from 
7pm and we would encourage early arrival also to ensure that we can get all in and seated in time for 
an 8pm start. 
 
We would request that if you have the opportunity to car share on the night that would be 
appreciated, and it will also help us with parking at the hall which will be tight with the extra numbers 
in comparison to normal evening meetings. 
 
We would also ask please for any members who wish to help on the night to please let us know as we 
will need a few extra people to help with the set out of chairs etc. for the event and guide people in or 
supervise the entrance. Please let us know of any help you can provide by contact to any committee 
member. 
 
Many thanks. 
 
Winter Programme 2017 
 
Our indoor meeting program will continue on the last Tuesday of the month following on from the 
celebrations of the first meeting on 26th September. Details of the full program are included on the 
website and are included with hard copies of this bulletin.  
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Our next speaker on October 24th will be Dr Michael Leach talking on the lifestyles of the UK’s owls. 
 
We would wish once again to extend our thanks to Opticron for their generous sponsorship of our 
indoor meeting program. 
 
 
 
JULY – AUGUST 2017 BIRD NEWS 
 
Contributors: please phone Steve Blain on 07979 606300 or email recorder@bedsbirdclub.org.uk  
with any news or records. Records are preferred via the online system BirdTrack, using the Excel file 
found on the Bird Club Website, singly using the online form (http://tinyurl.com/2v6oweh), or on 
paper.   
 
July 2017 
 
Eurasian Wigeon - A pair raised 4 young at Blunham Lake - just the second time they have bred in 
the county, after the first two years ago. 
Garganey - One was at Broom GP on 7th 
Common Scoter - One was reported at Grovebury SP on 1st 
Common Quail - Two were on Warden/Galley Hill on 6th, one near Meppershall on 6th, and 
another near Holwell on 14th 
 

 
 
Red Knot - Two in summer plumage were at Lodge Farm Lake, Haynes on 24th-25th 
 
Ruff - Two were at Meadow Lane GP on 23rd 
Black-tailed Godwit - A juvenile of the limosa race was at Broom GP on 6th-8th (SCB).  This may 
be the first confirmed bird of the nominate race (which breeds just over the border in Cambs) 
recorded in the county.  Another (islandica race this time) was seen at Grovebury SP on 31st 
Greenshank - One flew over Warden Warren on 20th and another flew over Luton on 24th. 
Wood Sandpiper - One was at Houghton Brook Pools on 30th-31st, with two nearby at 
Toddington Services pools on 31st. 
Mediterranean Gull - An adult was at Houghton Brook Pools on 9th 
Caspian Gull - At least one was at Grovebury SP during the month (LGRE et al) 
Yellow-legged Gull - Up to 80 were recorded at Grovebury SP during the month - a new county 
record count. 
Sandwich Tern - One was at Broom GP on 19th 
European Nightjar - One was seen well flying around during the day at The Lodge RSPB on 27th 
Common Redstart - One was at Pegsdon Hills on 23rd 
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August 2017 
 
Garganey - One was at Broom GP from 9th and was seen sporadically into September. 
Common Quail - One was at Knocking Hoe on 1st-7th 
Cattle Egret – The second for the county was at Harrold & Odell CP on 24th and 25th 
Great White Egret - A probable flew over the Lodge on 10th (CC) and another flew over Potton 
on 14th (DB) 
Marsh Harrier - A scattering of dispersing birds were recorded throughout the county. 
 

 
 
Black-tailed Godwit - One was at Broom GP on 1st 
 
Whimbrel - One was sound recorded calling over Biggleswade on 25th, another flew over 
Harlington on 26th. 
Greenshank - Two were at Broom GP for several weeks 
Mediterranean Gull - A juvenile was at Black Cat GP on 29th with up to five individuals at 
Grovebury SP during the month 
European Nightjar - One (perhaps that from the Lodge just a few days before) was over John 
O'Gaunt GC on 5th, seen by members of the Beds Moth group. 
Wood Warbler - One was at Sandy Smith NR on 29th 
Common Redstart - Up to five were at Pegsdon Hills during the month, and the only other was at 
Brogborough Hill on 28th 
Whinchat - Two were at Broom GP from 7th until at least 28th, another at Streatley on 12th, and 
one at Pegsdon Hills on 22nd, one at Brogborough Tip on 25th, with two there on 27th, two on 
Sandy Heath on 28th 
Common Stonechat - A pair bred in the south of the county - the first for many years, and raised 
three young.  There was also a scattering of unseasonal birds across the county during the month. 
Tree Pipit - Just two were reported - one over The Lodge on 22nd (NP) and another on Sandy 
Heath on 29th (LB) 
 
 
Observers:   
 
SCB - Steve Blain; LB - Lizzie Bruce; NP - Nathan Pickering; 
CC - Colin Campbell; DB - Dave Buckingham; LGRE – Lee Evans 
 
We thank all contributors who have submitted their records directly to the Recorder, or via 
Bedsbirds Email Group as well as other sources. 

Compiled by Steve Blain 
recorder@bedsbirdclub.org.uk 

 
 



 4 

BIRDTRACK TIP – ADD A PHOTO 
 
Did you know you can now add photos to your records in BirdTrack? 
Here’s how you do it: 

• Log in to BirdTrack and open the Global version (click on ‘Global data entry’ under ‘Add 

records’) 

• Click Add Records and enter any visit information as you would normally. 

• Find a species and press Add so it appears in the list 

• From the species list then press the + under Optional 

 
• Click on the blue Photo tab 

• Click on the grey Choose File button and find your photo or image 

• Continue to complete your species list like normal 

• Press ‘Submit’ then ‘Confirm records’ to save 

 

 
 

Steve Blain 

 
NEW MEMBER 
 
We would like to welcome Gary Stewart who has recently joined the Beds Bird Club. 
We hope you will enjoy many years of membership with us. 
 

Mary Sheridan 
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IS BEDFORDSHIRE SO MUCH DIFFERENT TO MINSMERE? 
 
Having read Adam Rowlands’ excellent article about RSPB Minsmere in the August edition of British 
Birds (part of their series on ‘Great bird reserves’) it got me thinking that some aspects of that part of 
Suffolk are not so different to our own county. I’m referring mainly to the breeding birds that have 
been gained and lost in the period since the 1940s. 
 
The following are species that have colonised Minsmere and have bred in Bedfordshire, for the first 
time since the 1950s (apart from Tufted Duck which first bred in Bedfordshire in the early years of 
the 20th century). 
 
Species First bred at Minsmere 

(Rowlands 2017) 
First bred in Bedfordshire (Smith 
& Nightingale 2015) 

Common Tern 1962 1963 
Canada Goose 1963 1971 
Black-headed Gull 1964 1955 
Herring Gull 1966 1971 
Collared Dove 1972 1964 
Greylag Goose 1976 1971 
Lesser Black-backed Gull 1980 1968 
Cetti’s Warbler 1980 2008 
Tufted Duck 1981 definitely in 1911, probably since 

about 1902 (note 1) 
Hobby 1992 1950 (note 2) 
Barnacle Goose 2005 1990 
Common Buzzard 2014 1995 (note 2) 
 
Note 1 – Tufted Duck bred at what is believed to be Southill Lake, in 1911, at the time published as 
the first breeding record in county, but that was later refuted by the Duchess of Woburn, saying that 
they had bred ‘in the Woburn district’ for at least nine years prior to that (Trodd & Kramer 1991) 
Note 2 – the first year in modern times   
 

 
 
A few of these comparisons caught my eye. Considering that the first breeding record of Collared 
Doves in the UK occurred in Norfolk in 1955, it then took another 17 years to breed at Minsmere, by 
which time they had been breeding in Bedfordshire for eight years. Conversely the Cetti’s Warbler has 
bred at Minsmere since 1980 (with a current population of 125 pairs) but our first breeding record 
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was not until 2008. According to the second breeding atlas for Britain and Ireland, covering the 
period 1988 to 1991(Wingfield Gibbons et al. 1993), most of the breeding records of that species were 
in coastal counties, with 27 singing males in Suffolk in 1983–84 (but only three in 1985–86 following a 
cold winter). But the real surprise for me was that Tufted Duck didn’t colonise Minsmere until 1981, 
at least 70 years since they first bred in Bedfordshire. Otherwise there are relatively close correlations 
for Common Tern, Herring Gull and Greylag Goose for the two areas.  
 
The following species have been lost as breeding species at Minsmere and in Bedfordshire 
 
Species Last year of breeding at Minsmere Last year of breeding in Bedfordshire 
Montagu’s Harrier 1963 1945 (possibly in 1968) 
Whinchat 1974 1972 
Red-backed Shrike 1978 1975 
Tree Sparrow 1986 2007 
Northern Wheatear 1991 1987 (last definite) 
Woodcock 1993 probably 2007 
Willow Tit 1990 (first bred in 1967) probably 2004, possibly 2009 
Lesser Redpoll 1993 (first bred in 1962) probably 1999 
 
Again note the close correlations for the last years for the Whinchat and Red-backed Shrike. This list 
of species contains many of the species, of course, that have been lost as breeding birds throughout 
southern England. In addition Minsmere has also lost Corn Bunting (last year of breeding 1970), 
Common Starling (from about 1992), House Sparrow (from about 1992), Lesser Spotted Woodpecker 
(from 2001), Grey Partridge (from 2005) and, perhaps the biggest surprise, Spotted Flycatcher (from 
2009), all of which still breed in our county, albeit in smaller numbers than before. I have to admit 
that in all my visits to Minsmere since 1992 (once or twice annually) I have not realised that Starling 
and House Sparrow failed to make it onto my day-lists. Bedfordshire has also lost as breeders the 
Eurasian Teal, Ruddy Duck, Lady Amherst’s Pheasant, Common Snipe, European Nightjar, Wood 
Warbler, Common Redstart, Tree Pipit and Hawfinch in the same period (Smith & Nightingale 2014).  
 
The Suffolk site has done a fantastic job in increasing the British breeding populations of Marsh 
Harriers (currently around eight to ten females at Minsmere) and of Eurasian Bitterns (currently 
around nine to twelve males there). Both these species are also potential additions to the Bedfordshire 
breeding list, with the former having summered and seen engaging in nesting activity for the last few 
years, and booming male Bitterns at two or three sites recently. 
 
However apart from similar losses and gains over the years, there are a few other comparable figures 
too. Each year at Minsmere about 100 species breed, just slightly less than in Bedfordshire, and each 
year about 230 bird species occur at Minsmere, compared to about 200 in Bedfordshire. Of course 
the title of this short article was written very much tongue-in-cheek, with Minsmere cramming all of 
its highlights into just 2,500 acres, about 120 times smaller than Bedfordshire. It certainly does 
warrant its place in the series of ‘Great bird reserves’.  
 
References 
Rowlands, A. 2017 Great bird reserves – RSPB Minsmere Brit. Birds 110: 435–455 
Smith, P. & Nightingale, B. 2014 Breeding birds lost to Bedfordshire Bedf. Nat. 68 (part 2): 118–135    
Smith, P. & Nightingale, B. 2015 Breeding birds new to Bedfordshire Bedf. Nat. 69 (part 2): 109–125 
Trodd, P. & Kramer, D. 1991 The Birds of Bedfordshire Castlemead Publications, Welwyn Garden City   
Wingfield Gibbons, D., Reid, J.B. & Chapman, R.A. The New Atlas of Breeding Birds in Britain & Ireland 
1988–1991 T & A D Poyser, London  

Barry Nightingale 
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BILL SIDDONS – SOUTHILL PARK 
 
Bill Siddons is not a name that many of you will know, but he was the first person, since the 19th 
century, to find a Common Buzzard’s nest in Bedfordshire, but more of that later. 
 
Bill was born in Yorkshire in 1936. As a young man he spent time as a coal miner, then after a near-
fatal accident ‘down the pit’ he moved with his wife to Southill in the early 1960’s and became a 
gamekeeper in Southill Park. He was to do that job for over 50 years, living in the Park until the end 
of his life. 
 
I’ve been fortunate to have had permission to go into Southill Park for the WeBS counts, and various 
breeding and winter atlas projects, since the 1980’s. In those early days Bill was my contact in Southill 
and he was willing to tip me off about many interesting birds, including breeding Grey Wagtails in the 
boat house by the lake, Ring-necked Parakeet and Goshawks. Fast forward to February 1995 and we 
found ourselves together, watching displaying Buzzards in the Park. In those days Buzzards were 
merely autumn and winter visitors in the county, although we had both expressed surprise as to why 
they hadn’t stayed to breed in Bedfordshire. Later, in April of that year, Bill was working within the 
estate when he came across what he thought might be a Buzzard’s nest, ironically situated close to a 
Pheasant-rearing pen. He made contact with me, made arrangements for the both of us to visit, and 
then allowed me to make whatever follow-up visits were necessary to check on progress. By June 
there was a young Buzzard in the nest, which later fledged, being the first proven breeding occurrence 
in Bedfordshire since the 19th century. Since then of course Buzzards have gone on to become the 
most frequently-seen raptor in the county. 
 
Bill took a particularly keen interest in the wildlife in the Park, but it was his appreciation of the birds 
of prey that gave him most pleasure. In 2010 he filmed Red Kites at the nest in Southill Park, an 
extract of which was included in Richard Bashford’s DVD of Bedfordshire highlights for that year. 
Bill and his wife Kath were guests at our Christmas indoor meeting that year. 
 
Following a short illness Bill sadly died, at his home in Southill Park, in July. At a time when many 
gamekeepers, particularly those connected to grouse moors, are attracting bad press through their 
illegal persecution of birds of prey, it was a real pleasure to know one of the good guys. Our 
knowledge of the birds of Southill Park will be much less for his passing.  
 

Barry Nightingale      

THE TURTLE DOVE JIGSAW – LIZZIE BRUCE 

 
Arriving in the Fowlmere car park from April onwards, you are greeted with the soft purr of the 
Turtle Dove. As you wander around the 2 mile circular trail, the purring continues. There is not 1 pair 
but 4 pairs of Turtle Doves using this small scrubby reedbed / fen habitat. 
 
However we know very little about the 
behaviour of the Turtle Doves at Fowlmere. 
The reserve has plenty of tall, dense scrubby 
habitat of hawthorn and willow, but we do not 
know where the birds are feeding. Are they 
feeding within the reedbed or are they 
disappearing off into the wider countryside?  
Having attended a Turtle Dove workshop at 
Minsmere earlier in the year and discovering 
these birds are highly mobile, with nesting 
attempts and feeding areas being up to 10km 
apart, learning more about the Fowlmere birds 
required off-reserve engagement.  
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This became more imperative after a learning of a Turtle Dove population on Cambridge University’s 
land. Combine this with the Turtle Doves at Tempsford and you have formed a triangle of birds; this 
area could actually be really important for the species.  
 

We organised a rather last minute evening event at 
Fowlmere, inviting local landowners and councillors. We 
gave a brief outline of the reserve and some ways 
farmers could help, which opened up into a constructive 
discussion between everyone. We all headed out for a 
walk to look for Turtle Doves. Luck was on our side and 
one perched on a bush in front of the hide for everyone 
to see. We headed back for sandwiches and more 
discussion. Before saying our goodbyes we sent them off 
with a goody bag of information.  
 
It was a great opportunity to engage with the farmers 
across Beds and South Cambs who seemed very 
receptive to our suggestions. Although it was last minute 
with some unable to attend, we have opened 
conversations with a range of stakeholders. We even 
learnt of a new pair of Turtle Doves further north 
towards Huntingdon. 

 
This map highlights why this area is so important and how joined up working could really deliver 
success. All the red dots are Turtle Doves recorded in 2017 based on BirdTrack data and  

RSPB reserve breeding surveys. The grey dots are some of the interested landowners who are 
prepared to manage their land sympathetically whilst the larger purple circles are a 5km buffer 
surrounding the known Turtle Doves. As you can see many join up and overlap. This map also 
highlights the value of BirdTrack data as we can use this data to help target our conservation work.  

Attendees talking to one of our       
Advisors.Jenny Atkins 
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I know I left feeling hopeful that maybe there is hope for the Turtle Dove if we can succeed in getting 
the conservation measures in place across the landscape, as it is this that will save the species from 
extinction.  

Lizzie Bruce 
Warden, RSPB The Lodge 

 
CATTLE EGRET – NEW FOR BEDFORDSHIRE 24TH MAY 2017  
 
In the last couple of years I have made a few evening visits into the brick pits on warm, calm days in 
late Spring with the intention of checking out some of the extensive reedbed habitats. This has proved 
productive in documenting the comings and goings of Marsh Harriers that have been seen courting 
but not yet settled to breed, recognising the continued colonisation of Bearded Tits and in noting the 
presence of a couple of Bitterns in recent years. With the recent colonisations of other herons in 
Somerset and elsewhere, other herons must be borne in mind but foremost in my thoughts was the 
finding of a “first” for Bedfordshire. The species under consideration was Savi’s Warbler rather than 
the finding of the long-awaited first Cattle Egret for the county. 
 
On the 24th May I was joined by Steve Blain in some exploration; Steve too was having the same 
thoughts as I had and had been making similar trips into these locations and habitats. 
 
At 9:10pm, an egret sp. was picked up flying south down the length of Coronation Pit near Stewartby. 
The bird was following the line that a Little Egret had used some 20-30 minutes earlier and was 
expected to be another of the same species moving towards a roosting location. Noting to Steve that 
another egret was coming, we lifting our binoculars to observe what we expected to be another Little 
Egret. I immediately noted it was not quite what we were expecting as it had not got yellow feet and 
as I exclaimed “It’s got a yellow bill!” Steve’s language also included colour but not in the same sense. 
 
The bird was level to us and perhaps 100 meters away, it flew continuously at mid-height right over 
the southern end of the pit, before veering off west a little  over Stewartby village, then swinging right 
back over the village and headed off towards Stewartby Lake.  We had it in view for perhaps five 
minutes, but for much of the time it was a back on view, or very distant.  
 
Steve noted the following features in his description:  

• Short, yellow bill.  Fairly thick and typical of a Cattle Egret – not long and thin like a Great 
Whites would have looked 

• Round, tucked-in neck – a different shape to the more angular neck of the Little Egret we had 
seen a few minutes before 

• A yellow-orange streak in the crown of the head, which started around the top of the forehead 
and went slightly past the crown – this wasn’t as extensive as some summer plumaged Cattle 
Egrets and perhaps suggests it wasn’t a full adult?  

• Wings were also more rounded and seemed shorter than the Little Egret. 

• The flight was slightly more bouncy than the Little Egret 
 
This bird was accepted as the first for the county, and had been expected for some time as 
neighbouring counties have all recorded this species on multiple occasions over recent years though 
the lack ok suitable livestock pastures in Bedfordshire may restrict its occurrence compared with some 
areas in the south of England. 
 
The second for the county was at Harrold & Odell CP on 24th and 25th August, a site that has also 
hosted the majority of Great White Egret records in the county so far. We should no doubt expect a 
few more Cattle Egrets to be recorded in the future and the current status in the UK would suggest 
that this will become a regular visitor and potential future breeder in the county, unlike the recent 
prospects of Savi’s Warbler but there’s always next year… 

Andy Grimsey 



 10 

           

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cattle Egret at Harrold & Odell CP 25th 
August. 
 
Second record for the county after the first 
earlier in the year over Coronation Pit on 
24th May 

 
 
ACCEPTED COUNTY RARITIES 
 
Following review by the Rarities Committee, the following records have been accepted for the winter 
period of 2017. Table supplied by Matt Burgess 
 

Twite Broom GP 01/01/2017 1 Steve Blain

Caspian Gull Broom GP 20/01/2017 1 2nd Year Jim P

Caspian Gull Brogborough Lake 21/01/2017 1 Neil Wright

Great White Egret Derek White Eggs Pit 21/01/2017 1 Matt Bruce

White-fronted Goose - albifronsRadwell Lakes 22/01/2017 2 Richard Bashford

Turtle Dove Stevington 23/01/2017 1 Bridget Parsonage

White-fronted Goose - albifronsBlunham Lakes 26/01/2017 8 Jim Gurney

White-fronted Goose - albifronsBlunham Lakes 28/01/2017 16 Steve Blain

White-fronted Goose - albifronsGrovebury SP 28/01/2017 1 John Lynch

White-fronted Goose - albifronsBroom GP 28/01/2017 4 Martin Stevens

White-fronted Goose - albifronsBroom GP 29/01/2017 6 Matt Burgess

Little Bunting West of G. Barford 30/01/2017 1 Ross Ahmed

White-fronted Goose - albifronsHarrold CP 31/01/2017 2 Adult Pip Housden

White-fronted Goose - albifronsBroom GP 31/01/2017 1 John Lynch

Twite

The Lodge- Opposite 

entrance 01/02/2017 1 Matt Kirkland

White-fronted Goose - albifronsBroom GP 02/02/2017 1 Steve Blain

Great White Egret Bedford Bypass Elstow 06/02/2017 1 Bob Chalkley

White-fronted Goose - albifrons

Parrishes Farm Lake, 

Chicksands Camp 11/02/2017 5 Jim P

Ruddy Duck Chimney Corner North 12/02/2017 1 Andy Grimsey

Lapland Bunting Caldecote, NW 14/02/2017 1 Steve Blain/Richard Bashford

Twite south of The Lodge 28/02/2017 1 Richard Patient

Siberian Chiffchaff Bedford Sewage Works 02/03/2017 1 Darren Oakley-Martin

Great White Egret Radwell Lakes 03/03/2017 1 Phil Jackman

Siberian Chiffchaff Bedford Sewage Works 03/03/2017 1 Patrick Giles

Common Redpoll south of The Lodge 03/03/2017 1 Richard Bashford

Great White Egret Derek White Eggs Pit 05/03/2017 1 Adult Matt Bruce

Great Grey Shrike Little Staughton 13/03/2017 1 Adult Richard Patient

White-fronted Goose - albifrons

Lodge Farm Lake, 

Chicksands 19/03/2017 4 Dave Parsons  
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Great White Egret at Derek Whites Pit 5th March 2017 
 
 
UPCOMING FIELD MEETINGS AND EVENTS 
 
Sunday 8th October   
 
Wells Woods & North Norfolk coast for autumn migrating birds.  
Meet in the Beach Rd car park, NR23 1DR (TF914454), at 9.00am.  
Leader:  Kevin Sharpe 
 
Sunday 12th November   
 
Willow Tree Fen & Deepings Lakes plus Deeping High Banks, Lincs Wildlife Trust reserve, for 
wintering wildfowl.   
Meet in car park of Counter Drain Drove, PE11 3JH (TF181213), at 9.00am.  
Leader:  Kevin Sharpe 
 
Contact Kevin Sharpe (07827 440394) if lifts are required or with any queries regarding the programme. 

 
BIRD CLUB COMMITTEE NEWS 
 
Kevin Sharpe has been co-opted on to the committee as he has taken over the role of organizing our 
Outdoor Meetings. 
 
Don Green, after many years of service to the Bird Club in a variety of roles, has been made an 
Honorary Vice-President. 
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ILLUSTRATIONS BY: 
 
Andrew Hay:  Turtle Dove 
Andy Grimsey: Tufted Duck 
Dave Parson:  Knot 
Ian Dawson:  Cattle Egret 
Steve Blain:  Great White Egret 
Tim Mason:  Black-tailed Godwit 
 

 

 
 

The Bedfordshire Bird Club is the ornithological section of the Bedfordshire Natural History Society 
Registered Charity Number 268659 


