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EDITORIAL 
 
Welcome to the January 2018 production of The Hobby. A New Year, a new list maybe and with the 
shortest days over, a bit more birding time also perhaps. In this edition, we look forward to the coming 
events in the 2018 Club Programme, the first of which is the imminent Great Duck Hunt this month. 
This month’s species review is Great White Egret which over the last couple of years has gone from 
new to the list, through rarity and now to scarce visitor. 
Following the passing of Don Green, David Anderson has put together a worthy tribute to Don and the 
tremendous contribution that he has provided to the BNHS and the Bird Club over more than fifty 
years. We all thank Don for the times he shared with us over the years.  Good birding to all…  
    
 
PROGRAMME MATTERS  
 
Winter Programme 2017 – Indoor Meetings 
 
Our indoor meeting program will continue on 30th January when Lizzie Bruce will inform us why Spurn 
Bird Observatory claims to be the UK’s mainland migration hotspot in a talk entitled “The Magic of 
Spurn”.  
Lizzie is a committee member for the Friends of Spurn, and will be known to some members from her 
time as Warden at The Lodge RSPB and has attended some of our indoor meetings in the past. Lizzie 
has recently taken up a new post at Titchwell so will no doubt soon have a new “work list” that is 
significantly longer than the current one. The meeting will start at 8pm at our usual location at Maulden 
Village Hall 
 
The following month our indoor meeting will start at the earlier time of 7:45pm in order to 
accommodate our Annual General Meeting. This will be followed by a talk from Dr Ian Burfield, 
Global Science Coordinator at Birdlife International, who presents on “The IUCN Red list of Birds”.  
 
Outdoor Meetings 
 
Titchwell RSPB will also be on the itinerary for a bird club outdoor meeting on Sunday 11th February 
led by Peter Soper. Starting at 9am, this meeting will also include a visit to Snettisham RSPB to 
experience the massive high tide wader roost. 
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A more local outdoor meeting will be led by Richard Bashford at Harrold & Odell CP on Sunday 25th 
February while another trip further afield is planned for Sunday 11th March when Carolyn and Malcolm 
Hawkes will lead an exploration of Rye Harbour and Pett Levels in East Sussex  
 
Contact Kevin Sharpe (07827 440394) if lifts are required or with any queries regarding attendance of 
events in the outdoor programme. 

Details about the entire winter indoor and outdoor program are also included on our website at 
bedsbirds.org.uk 
 
 
NOVEMBER – DECEMBER 2017 BIRD NEWS 
 
Contributors: please phone Steve Blain on 07979 606300 or email recorder@bedsbirdclub.org.uk  
with any news or records. Records are preferred via the online system BirdTrack, using the Excel file 
found on the Bird Club Website, singly using the online form (http://tinyurl.com/2v6oweh), or on 
paper.   
 
November 2017 
 
Bewick’s Swan - One flew over Stopsley and four flew over Chicksands on 25th. 
Pink-footed Goose - A single was at Roxton Lakes on 8th. 
Pintail - A female was at Henlow Grange Lakes on 6th. 
Great Northern Diver - One flew over Brogborough Lake on 11th (NW), and presumably the same 
bird was then relocated at Chimney Corner Lakes on 12th (AG). 
Great White Egret - One flew over Kempston on 13th (DJO), another was at Meadow Lane GP on 
18th (PG), then two on 27th, one at Blunham Lake (RIB) and another at Harrold & Odell CP (T&JW). 
Marsh Harrier - A single was present around the brick pits all month. 
Merlin - The only one reported during November was one at Clifton on 29th. 
Dunlin - One was at Grovebury SP on 26th. 
Black-tailed Godwit - One was at Grovebury SP on 12th. 
Eurasian Curlew - One was at MVCP on 14th. 
Caspian Gull - An adult was at MVCP on 11th. 
Firecrest - Birds were seen around Swiss Gardens and Warden Warren duirng the month. 
Common Chiffchaff - A Siberian Chiffchaff was at Bedford SW on 18th-20th (DOM). 
Brambling - Good numbers were reported around the county with up to 20 already present around 
the feeders at the Lodge during the month, and also in several member’s gardens. 
Common Crossbill - One flew over the John O-Gaunt Golf Course on 5th. 
Hawfinch - A huge number of Hawfinches were seen in Bedfordshire during November and 
December following on from the influx detailed in the November edition of The Hobby. 
 
December 2017 
 
Pink-footed Goose - The Roxton lakes bird was still present on 2nd, along with another at Cainhoe 
Lakes the same day.  One was also at Meadow Lane GP on 22nd, and another at Lodge Farm Lake. 
Greater Scaup - A female was at Brogborough Lake on 22nd-23rd. 
Goosander - Up to 16 were in Woburn Park during the month with others reported from Harrold & 
Odell CP and Grovebury SP 
Red-throated Diver - One was at Brogborough Lake from 21st (PW). This was the first in the 
county since a bird at Stewartby Lake on the 1st to 3rd January 2011. 
Great White Egret - The Harrold bird was still present on 14th-31st (PH, DJO et al).  Another was 
at Willington GP On 16th-25th (GG et al).  Another was at MVCP then Stewartby Lake from 21st 
(SN et al), relocating to Brogborough Lake from 26th. This is the first time three Great White Egrets 
have been seen in Beds, but probably won't be the last! See the article later in this bulletin. 
Jack Snipe - In a poor winter for the species, six were at Gadsey Brook GP on 22nd with another 
reported flushed from within one of the brick pits on 17th 
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Mediterranean Gull - An adult was at Brogborough Lake on 22nd-28th. 
Short-eared Owl - One flew over Priory CP on 16th. 
Firecrest - One was at Octagon Farm Lakes on 13th. 
Penduline Tit - A male was present at Dunstable SW on 19th-20th (JL), just Beds fifth record. 
Common Crossbill - One flew over the Lodge on 5th. 
Hawfinch - The highest numbers during December included 16 at Wrest Park on 22nd while a female 
(illustrated) at The Lodge was particularly welcome and confiding. 
 

 
 
Observers:   
 
RIB - Richard Bashford; PG - Patrick Giles; GG - Geoff Glazebrook; AG – Andy Grimsey 
PH - Pip Housden; JL - John Lynch; SN - Steven Northwood; DOM - Darren Oakley-Martin 
DJO - Dave Odell; T&JW - Terry and Judy Wood; NW - Neil Wright; PW - Paul Wright 
 
We thank all contributors who have submitted their records directly to the Recorder, or via Bedsbirds 
Email Group as well as other sources. 

Compiled by Steve Blain 
recorder@bedsbirdclub.org.uk 

 
CHANGES TO THE BEDFORDSHIRE BIRD LIST 
 
So with a new year begins a new list.  Not only do have we a new year list to start we also have a 
complete new Beds list.  As of today the BOU list is now on-line with a slightly different taxonomy, 
and so the Beds list follows.  The BOU have adopted the IOC world list and along with it a few 
tweaks to the Beds list too - most notably for us the splitting of Taiga and Tundra Bean Goose.  There 
are no other changes which affect us in Beds.  However as there are also two new birds in 2017 (Little 
Bunting and Cattle Egret) and another waiting in the wings (Ortolan Bunting) the number of species 
edges us to 300 (Ortolan will be 301 if it gets acceptance). 
 
I will issue a new Beds list on the BBC website in the next few weeks for those of you interested in 
such things. 
 
A couple of other things - firstly thank you again to everyone who submits their records to BirdTrack 
throughout the year.  It makes a HUGE difference to me as county recorder not to have to type up 
and sort through massive spreadsheets of data each year.  For 2017 we already have 151,000 records 
for Bedfordshire - up around 20,000 records from 2016 already!  Just brilliant stuff.  If anyone who 
isn't sure about using BirdTrack is hesitating please get in touch with me and have a chat.  It really is 
easy to use.  Unfortunately I estimate that I loose at least a third of all records sent in to BedsBirds as 
I don't have time to harvest records off here on to BirdTrack, so please do consider using it.  Data 
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you provide to BirdTrack is not only used in the county database for writing things such as our 
wonderful Beds Bird Report, but it is also used hundreds of times a year by the Beds 
and Luton Biodiversity Recording and Monitoring Centre http://www.bedscape.org.uk in Bedford 
who deal with the large number of biological data requests from developers etc.  Your data really 
does matter if you want a greener Bedfordshire in the future! 

Steve Blain 
Beds Bird Recorder 

 
GREAT DUCK HUNT 2018 
 
Saturday and Sunday January 20th and 21st are the dates of this year’s Great Duck Hunt in 
Bedfordshire. It is the tenth year of this event which is held annually and is designed to complement 
the monthly BTO WEBS (WEtland Bird Survey) count which already covers a number of the more 
important water bodies in the county. 
 
A dedicated page on our website at http://bedsbirdclub.org.uk/great-duck-hunt/ lists the locations 
that are included in this year’s activity and we would invite any member who wishes to take part to look 
at the list of sites and pick one that is not listed with a counter already in place and let me know. A 
form also exists on the site that can be used for submitting counts. 
Since 2009 surveyors for the Great Duck Hunt have counted over 177,000 individual wetland birds in 
Bedfordshire - a staggering achievement! 
 
In 2017 as a collective we counted over 18,000 individual water birds at over 115 sites! 
A summary of results from 2017 are noted here: 
 
Top ten species (individual birds): 
2504 Black-headed Gull 
2479 Mallard 
1870 Coot 
1628 Greylag Goose 
1611 Tufted Duck 
1357 Canada Goose 
1159 Wigeon 
639 Lapwing 
638 Pochard 
602 Golden Plover 
 

Top ten sites for 2017 (individual birds) 
1007 Brogborough Lake 
974 Broom GPs 
857 Radwell Lakes 
822 Wardown Park 
765 Hundred Acre Lake 
750 Grovebury Sandpit 
719 Chimney Corner South pit 
654 Woburn Park Lakes 
548 River Ouse through Bedford 
529 Lodge Farm Lake 
 

If anyone wants to learn more about WEBS and maybe get involved, there is more information on the 
BTO website, (https://www.bto.org/volunteer-surveys/webs) and we would encourage you to make 
contact with the co-ordinator for Bedfordshire who is Richard Bashford. 

Steve Blain 
 

GREAT WHITE EGRET IN BEDFORDSHIRE 
 
On 24th December, observations revealed the presence of three Great White Egrets simultaneously in 
Bedfordshire when birds were noted at Harrold & Odell CP, Willington GP and Stewartby Lake. 
These records demonstrate the potential of the species to become a commonly recorded bird around 
the county in the future, perhaps following the elevation of Little Egret from rarity to resident during 
the last ten years or so. Maybe Cattle Egret will be next after our first two records in 2017. 
 
Little Egret was noted in the 2000 Bird Report as “a formerly rare visitor which has begun to appear 
more frequently in recent years”; in fact in that year there were five records of between three to five 
individuals. It has since begun breeding in small numbers from 2014 and the latest report shows that it 
was recorded on 14% of complete Birdtrack lists in the county in 2016. While Great White Egret is 
described as “Rare, becoming more frequent”, the expansion of records across the south and midlands 
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of England is an indication that the Bedfordshire status of this impressive heron may match that of its 
smaller cousin, just ten to fifteen years later. 
 

 
 
The first record of Great White Egret for our county was as recent as 1st January 2012 with a bird noted 
for ten minutes at Brogborough with the second remaining for a day at Radwell GP  on 6th April the 
same year. 
These birds were considered well overdue as birds had been reported regularly in Buckinghamshire and 
Northamptonshire over the years from 2007 at least. In fact the first bird was without doubt a long 
stayer making a short exploratory flight from Linford GP in Milton Keynes (via Caldecotte Lakes) 
where it had been present for some weeks earlier and was again noted daily for some three weeks later, 
while the second was considered most likely that seen the following day nearby at Earls Barton GP in 
Northamptonshire. 
These two occurrences were written up by Richard Bashford in his excellent article published in the 
2012 Bird Report. 
 
Maybe reflecting the three or more birds moving round Northamptonshire, the next and third county 
record was from Harrold & Odell CP on 30th December 2014 before a significant increase in records in 
2015 when seven records or more were noted, though with movements of birds and the probability of 
duplications this may have related to four individuals or fewer. A similar pattern to records has emerged 
in 2016 and 2017. For the purposes of the data shown in the graphs, only obvious duplications have 
been removed, and some 2017 records should be noted as subject to review by the Rarities Committee.  
 

 
 
The bird at Brogborough Lake on 26th December was the first I had seen in the county as I had not 
made an effort in seeing any of the previous individuals, thinking that my first should be a self-find. 
Fortunately my confidence was not misplaced and it would seem that all will soon have the pleasure of 
recording their own Great White Egret in Bedfordshire. This time of year seems a good time to look… 
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Andy Grimsey 

 
DON GREEN    3 Dec 1936 – 12 November 2017 

It can safely be said that for the Bedfordshire Bird Club, Don Green was a giant of Service and 
Leadership, over his 53 years of BNHS Membership. 

Don joined the Bedfordshire Natural History Society in 1964 and within two years was Elected onto 
the Society Council, a position he continued to hold right up to his death.  
In 1978 Don was Elected as the Society Chairman, which he held for seven years up to 1984. 
With the formation of The Bird Club in 1992, Don held the position of Meetings Secretary, again a 
position he held up to his death.  
In 1999 Don and his wife Maureen, were Awarded Honorary Life Membership of the BNHS and the 
associated Bird Club and the announcement at that time, written by John Adams and published in the 
1999 Journal is worth repeating :- 
“Council this year were pleased to award Don and Maureen Green honorary life membership of the 
Society.  This award is given in recognition of their outstanding contribution to the Society over many 
years.  Since they joined the Society in 1964 Don has served as an Honorary Officer in almost every 
capacity possible. 
Honorary Secretary 1969 – 1975 
Honorary Chairman 1978 – 1984 
Chairman of the Programme Committee 1985 – 1993 
Council Member 1966 – present   
       
John Adams continued, “I have been privileged to know Don for many years and to have worked on a 
variety of committees with him, where his quiet humour and calm logic has helped us through many 
intricate discussions. Don is blessed with immense common sense and experience that are invaluable to 
our Society. He was instrumental in the steering committee which led to the creation of the Bird Club 
which today is such an outstanding success. In recent times Don has produced the Bird Club 
Programme where quality and variety has lead to consistently high attendances. As meeting 
projectionist Don and Maureen have struggled through many a winter’s night to shed light on the 
screen. Truly a man and woman for all seasons.  Congratulations to you both.”   
 
The Bird Club and the Natural History Society are truly indebted to Don for the healthy condition that 
both are in today. In so many ways, Don’s contribution has been enormous and he will be sorely 
missed for that and for his lasting friendship. 
 
Both on a personal level and as part of the Natural History Programme, Don and I have been on many 
Birding Trips together, sometimes in small groups of three or four, some times as large as 20 or more 
participants. The annual Solway winter trip to see the geese before they fly back north, has allowed over 
the years a large number of people to ‘enjoy’ this spectacle. The many cold morning and evening cliff 
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top watches are etched in my memory. In fact we did have a conversation about plans for a 2018 Trip, 
but sadly that did not get off the ground. Another Trip three of us took years ago and again at the end 
of winter, so in cold weather, was to a then unknown reservoir south of Paris to see the Cranes on their 
migration back north. It was a typically well researched and adventurous idea, even though it did mean 
staying at a very basic village Bar. Only Don would be brave enough to think it was possible and he 
proved himself right. Many others in the Bird Club followed in later years, by then with much 
improved accommodation. Warmer Trips to the south of France, Spain and Majorca were less taxing, 
but out last trip to Norway above the Arctic circle was cold, bleak, but very successful for the birds 
seen. Don and I shared a small, cold wooden cabin, but every morning, Don was up smiling and eager 
for a new day, with a very welcome cup of coffee ready for me. What a friend.  
 
By an odd act of fate, perhaps Don’s greatest achievement was the Bird Club’s 25 year anniversary 
Meeting in September 2017, with the celebrity TV Naturalist Iolo Williams. Apart from coming up with 
the suggestion for such a Meeting, he proposed the speaker, contacted him and negotiated a 
significantly reduced fee. The meeting was a resounding success with an attendance of over a 120 
people, enjoying a great evening. Don was of the opinion that he was not well enough to attend 
himself, but the lure of the event got to him, so I drove him and Maureen to the meeting with the 
understanding that we would return straight home at the end, but would you believe it, he change the 
plan to include a visit to the post meeting Pub gathering. This final Meeting organised largely by Don, 
is a fitting tribute to his spirit and character and the 53 years of membership and service.  
 

      

I was cautious that such a well known TV personality 
could be unsuitable for the Bird Club, too light weight 
and just showing a series of photographs of species we 
all know well. However Iolo quickly dispelled this 
concern with personal details of his birding, plus 
humorous asides and factual details.  I particularly like 
his justification of why the introduced Spanish Red 
Kites, breed well when the local Kites did not, the 
reason being that coming from Spain, the birds were, 
‘good Catholics’ and were used to large families.  
There was no worry that Iolo could not be heard by all 
in the hall, as his booming welsh lilt was clear and full 
and he was not ‘stand offish’, happy to talk to all and 
share reminiscences of our own birding adventures. It 
was a truly memorable evening, made more special by 
Don being able to attend. 

          We shall not forget Don, but will miss him often.          
    

David Anderson, past Bird Club President and Friend of many years.    
 
NEW MEMBERS 
 
We would like to welcome the following new members to the Bedfordshire Bird Club: 
 
David Inward, Hitchin 
Dominic Lethbridge, Dunstable 
Peter Merredy, Upper Gravenhurst 
Clive Harrington and Alison Whitby, Linden Road, Dunstable 
 
We would also like to welcome back Stephen Plummer who has recently returned to Bedfordshire after 
moving away to the Isle of Wight for some years. 
We hope you will all enjoy many years of membership with us.   Mary Sheridan    
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Stuart Elsom: Don Green and Iolo Williams 
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