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EDITORIAL 
 
Welcome to the May 2018 production of The Hobby.  
As noted in the articles, we would welcome all your records of some of declining species so we can 
continue to document their abundance, such as Turtle Dove and Spotted Flycatcher, while this year’s 
RSPB survey continues to look at Swift to gather data which we hope will help with understanding and 
hopefully reversing declines in that species. Also included are a catch-up on recorded rarities, dates of 
migrants and a look at the detailed work that Roger Hicks has been supporting with Rooks. 
Good birding to all this spring…      
 
 
PROGRAMME MATTERS  
 
Programme of Indoor Meetings 2018 / 19 
 
Our indoor meeting program concluded on Tuesday 27th March but a full programme is already 
planned for next winter season and will be published with the next edition of The Hobby. Please put 
Tuesday 25th September 2018 in your diary for our first meeting. 
 
Outdoor Meetings 
 
Our four outdoor meetings in June and July have been setup as a chance to see some of our scarcer 
breeding species, both birds and other wildlife. Two events are day trips into specialist habitats, with 
two closer to home which are an ideal opportunity to find out where to watch at these sites if you are 
unfamiliar with the locations. 
 
The first of our two day trips are on Sunday 10th June to Wyre Forest, Worcestershire to look for 
summer breeding woodland birds. Meet in car park on Dry Mill Lane, Bewdley, DY12 2LT, 
(SO772763), at 9.00am. This visit is likely to ensure views of typical birds of the western woodlands, 
such as Redstart, Wood Warbler and Pied Flycatcher amongst others. The second trip is a return to a 
location which was visited two years ago, when on Sunday 8th July we will visit RSPB Strumpshaw Fen 
Reserve, Norfolk, for speciality breeding birds and dragonflies plus an excellent chance of swallowtail 
butterfly. Meet in reserve car park at Low Road, Strumpshaw, Norwich, NR13 4HS, (TG342068), at 
09.00am. 
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Closer to home, an evening meeting with the BNHS on Wednesday 13th June will include a walk 
around Sandy Smith NR, Clophill, looking for resident birds and other wildlife. Park and meet at the 
entrance gate to the reserve, (TL110387), at 7.00pm, finish by 9.30pm. 

Also on Sunday 22nd July, a second joint meeting with the BNHS will be for a morning’s birding and 
looking for some interesting butterflies in Chicksands Wood. Park and meet at entrance to wood, at 
Standalone Warren, MK45 3QQ, (TL106411) at 9.30am. This will finish around 1.00pm. This site 
contains most of the sought after scarce butterflies in the county including Purple Emperor. 

Contact Kevin Sharpe (07827 440394) if lifts are required or with any queries regarding attendance of 
events in the outdoor programme. 

Details about the entire summer outdoor meetings program are also included on our website at 
bedsbirds.org.uk 
 
 
MARCH – APRIL 2018 BIRD NEWS 
 
Contributors: please phone Steve Blain on 07979 606300 or email recorder@bedsbirdclub.org.uk  with 
any news or records. Records are preferred via the online system BirdTrack, using the Excel file found 
on the Bird Club Website, singly using the online form (http://tinyurl.com/2v6oweh), or on paper.   
 
March 2018 
 
Pink-footed Goose - One was at Roxton Lakes on 4th. 
Pintail - Two drakes were at Broom GP on 1st, and one was there on 6th-7th.  A drake was at Flitwick 
STW and three at Harrowden Water Meadows on 11th, with one at the latter site on 14th.  A drake was 
again at Broom GP on 22nd-31st. 
 

 

 
 
Common Eider - A fine male, just the 
6th record for Beds, was on Rookery 
North ClP on 5th (SND), with it seen 
briefly the next morning flying over 
Stewartby Lake (DOM). 

 
Common Scoter - Three were on Stewartby Lake on 17th, five at Grovebury SP, four at Chimney 
Corner North lake, and two at Brogborough lake on 25th. Two were sound recorded migrating over 
Biggleswade also on the night of the 24th and again on 27th. One was at Stewartby Lake on 28th. 
Smew - A drake was a brief visitor to Priory CP on 7th. 
Great White Egret - One was in MVMCP from 27th and remained in the area until the end of April. 
Osprey - One flew over Cranfield on 25th. 
Merlin - A female was at Broom GP on 15th. 
Avocet - One was at Broom GP on 7th, and another was at Toddington Services Pools on 20th. 
Grey Plover - Two were in Rookery South ClP on 31st. 
Red Knot - One was at Grovebury SP on 17th and another was at Broom GP the same day. 
Black-tailed Godwit - One was at Broom GP on 28th. 
Bar-tailed Godwit - Two were at Grovebury SP on 15th-17th. 
Whimbrel - A very early bird flew over Luton on 14th (PA) 
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Black-headed Gull - A leucistic bird was in Wardown Park, Luton on 3rd. 
Kittiwake - An adult was at Priory CP on 24th, and another was at MVMCP on 26th. 
Fieldfare - The 'Beast from the East' brought bullish Fieldfares to many gardens! 
Black Redstart - A male was on the county line at Tetworth Hall on 21st. 
Common Redpoll - One was amongst a mixed finch flock at The Lodge RSPB on 23rd (RP) 
Hawfinch - Birds began to thin out during the month, with just ten at Woburn and up to 20 in 
Warden Warren. 
 
April 2018 
 
Brent Goose - One flew over Upper Caldecote on 18th. 
Common Scoter - Two were at Stewartby Lake on 8th, and one at Priory CP and two at Brogborough 
Lake on 9th, and two were at Grovebury SP and a further two on the Blue Lagoon, Arlesey on 10th.  
Even more were sound recorded over Biggleswade on the night of 8th with up to nine groups passing 
between 02:20-03:32, with further birds recorded on 14th. 
Great White Egret - One was at Radwell Lakes on 1st, and another toured the brick pits all month. 
White Stork - One flew over Broom Quarry South on 1st (MJS) 
Eurasian Spoonbill - An amazing flock of ten flew south-east over Jordans Mill, Biggleswade and into 
the distance for one lucky observer (MJS) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Red-necked Grebe - The first 
for many years was at Priory 
CP on 21st (DK) 

 
Black-necked Grebe - One was at Brogborough Lake on 19th. 
Osprey - One flew over Wyboston on 4th. 
Common Crane - Three flew south over Everton on 5th (DOM), with two over MVMCP on 7th 
(P&NW et al) 
Avocet - Two were at Grovebury SP on 22nd. 
Sanderling - One was at MVMCP on 12th. 
Jack Snipe - A late bird was seen flying over Wootton on 14th. 
Black-tailed Godwit - One was at MVMCP on 7th, and a large passage occurred towards the end of 
the month; 340 at Broom GP on 27th (with over 200 remaining the next morning), 76 over Coronation 
ClP, 25 at Chimney Corner North Lake, 50 at Meadow Lane GP on 28th. 
Whimbrel - Singles were at MVMCP on 14th and 15th, and three were at Black Cat GP on 22nd. 
Little Gull - One was in the Stewartby Lake roost on 2nd, another at Broom GP on 8th, and a further 
bird was at Grovebury SP on 13th, then one at Priory CP on 20th. 
Kittiwake - Two were at Brogborough Lake on 8th. 
Sandwich Tern - Three were typically brief visitors to Priory CP on 8th, and another was at 
Grovebury SP on 13th. 
Arctic Tern - One was at Southill Lake on 20th, with two there on 25th. Then there were two at 
Brogborough Lake, three at Priory CP and one at Chimney Corner North Lake on 28th 
Short-eared Owl - One flew over Henlow Grange on 16th. 
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Firecrest - A sprinkling of singing birds were found towards the end of the month, hinting at further 
colonisation of the county’s woodlands. 
Wood Warbler - One passed through Castle Mils on 22nd. 
Ring Ouzel - One at Blows Downs on 1st, one at Pegsdon Hills on 3rd, with three 4th-6th, five on 
7th.  Four at Blows Downs on 7th.  Four at Pegsdon Hills on 8th-9th, and two on 10th, six on 13th.  
Three were at Blows Downs on 14th.  One at Pegsdon Hills on 23rd, with three there on 26th. 
Black Redstart - One was at Flitwick on 10th, another at Blows Downs on 13th 
Common Redstart - One was at Blows Downs on 5th with two on 6th, and one on 14th. 
Whinchat - One was at Meadow Lane GP on 25th-26th 
Channel Wagtail - A male was at Stewarby Lake on 8th-9th. 
Tree Pipit - One flew over Maulden Woods on 15th (PW), one was at Pegsdon Hills (DOM) and 
another on Warden Hill (BH) on 21st. 
Common Crossbill - The first for some months in the county were recorded with up to nine at the 
Lodge, RSPB from 30th. 
Hawfinch - A presumed east-bound migrant was at Pegsdon Hills on 6th, with the last reported being 
two at Castle Mills, Bedford on 14th, ending an incredible influx of the species to the county. 
 
Observers:   
 
SND - Steve Northwood; DOM - Darren Oakley-Martin; PA - Paul Anness; RP - Richard Patient 
MJS - Martin Stevens; DK - Dave Kramer; P&NW - Paul and Neil Wright; PW - Paul Wright 
 
We thank all contributors who have submitted their records directly to the Recorder, or via Bedsbirds 
Email Group as well as other sources. 

Compiled by Steve Blain 
recorder@bedsbirdclub.org.uk 

 
NEW MEMBERS 
 
We would like to welcome the following new members to the Bedfordshire Bird Club: 
 
Andy Everett, Clophill 
Alan Garner, Blunham 
Richard Pople, Biggleswade 
Teaching Talons Ltd (Becky Shaw), Flitwick 
Graham Trew, Dunstable 
Julie Drewett, Worcester Park, Surrey 
David Joyce, Pipit Rise, Bedford 
Michael Roberts, Arlesey 
 
We hope you will all enjoy many years of membership with us. 

Mary Sheridan    
 
 
CAN YOUR COUNTY RECORDER SEE YOUR BIRDTRACK RECORDS? 
 
If you have signed up to use BirdTrack to keep your records, I hope you'll agree it is an excellent 
system.  However PLEASE can you ensure you let your friendly county recorder have access to your 
valuable records too?  When you signed up you may have forgotten to tick the 
little box to say you allow BirdTrack to pass your records on to me. 
 
To check, please log on at www.birdtrack.net then click on 'My details and settings' from the right 
menu bar. You should now see the image below.  If you have NOT got the same message as shown on 
the picture (circled in red) please can you send an email to the BirdTrack organiser (Scott Mason at 
birdtrack@bto.org ) asking for this to be changed. 
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If anyone has any questions, or gets stuck, please get in touch. 
Many thanks 

Steve Blain 
 
 
SUMMER MIGRANT ARRIVALS 
 
The following table has been extracted from Birdtrack data and lists the first recorded date for spring 
migrants and summer visitors in Bedfordshire. The power of the data that is available within the 
database, as more of us use it, can be seen from the detail noted on the number of records, the number 
of sites and the reporting rate (number of complete lists including that species). 
 

Species Recs Sites Rep% 1st Date 1st Place 

Whimbrel 6 6 0.1 14/03/2018 Bestway 

Sand Martin 200 101 5.8 14/03/2018 Derek White's Eggs GP, Bedfordshire 

Little Ringed Plover 61 39 1.4 18/03/2018 Gypsy Lane West, Broom GPs 

Wheatear 96 69 2.1 18/03/2018 Broom GPs (Gypsy Lane West) 

Yellow Wagtail 83 59 2 24/03/2018 Gypsy Lane Broom 

Garganey 2 2 0 25/03/2018 Quest Pit 

Ring Ouzel 27 18 0.4 01/04/2018 Blows Downs 

Common Tern 240 86 6.1 02/04/2018 Broom GP 

Swallow 335 193 10.4 02/04/2018 Broom GP 

Willow Warbler 207 122 6.7 03/04/2018 Priory CP 

Redstart 9 7 0.1 05/04/2018 Blows Downs 

House Martin 108 65 3.1 06/04/2018 Henlow Grange: Poppy Hill Lakes 

Sedge Warbler 125 57 3.7 07/04/2018 Marston Vale CP 

Sandwich Tern 3 3 0 08/04/2018 Priory Country Park Bedford 

Swift 87 63 2.4 09/04/2018 Priory Country Park Bedford 

Garden Warbler 64 46 1.9 10/04/2018 Luton, (Limbury) 
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Species Recs Sites Rep% 1st Date 1st Place 

Cuckoo 114 85 3 14/04/2018 Coronation Clay Pit 

Grasshopper Warbler 16 15 0.2 14/04/2018 Coronation Clay Pit 

Reed Warbler 114 53 3.9 14/04/2018 Coronation Clay Pit 

Tree Pipit 3 3 0 14/04/2018 Maulden Wood 

Lesser Whitethroat 115 80 3.5 15/04/2018 Brogborough Lake 

Whitethroat 197 141 6.3 15/04/2018 Pulloxhill 

Arctic Tern 17 13 0.2 16/04/2018 Priory CP, Bedfordshire (PWC16-1) 

Hobby 46 40 1.1 20/04/2018 Langford 

Nightingale 29 22 0.6 20/04/2018 Stewartby Lake 

Turtle Dove 10 10 0.2 21/04/2018 Wood End, Cranfield 

Wood Warbler 2 2 0 22/04/2018 Castle Mills, Bedford 

Whinchat 9 9 0.2 25/04/2018 Meadow Lane GP 

Spotted Flycatcher 5 5 0.1 29/04/2018 TL14R - Broom 

Black Tern 1 1 0 05/05/2018 Broom GP (Gypsy Lane East) 

SWIFT SURVEY – CONTINUES 2018 

The sight and sound of swifts flying above our towns and villages is one of the joys of an English 
summer. Our swifts are only in Britain for three months each year, but depend on that time to breed 
and raise their young before returning south. Other than nesting, they spend all their lives in the air – 
even sleeping on the wing!  
 
Unfortunately, swifts are a declining species – numbers in Britain have halved over the past 20 years. 
Loss of nest sites, in roofs and under eaves, is thought to be partly responsible. Yet it is possible to 
ensure that swifts still have homes, even in new buildings or when roofs are renovated; nest boxes for 
swifts can also be used. Swifts are good and unobtrusive neighbours.  
 
The Bedfordshire Swift Group and the RSPB are surveying swifts so as to better understand how many 
there are and where they live. They can also offer advice on how to protect nesting sites or how to 
create new ones.  
 
To survey swifts, look out during June and July – the best times are around dawn or around dusk. Look 
out for swifts flying low around buildings and along streets at roof level or below, usually giving their 
excited screaming calls. Swifts are large and dark - don’t confuse them with Swallows who have creamy 
underparts and a twittering call, or House Martins who are black and white and have a clicking call. 
Walk around your neighbourhood listening for and watching out for low level screaming swifts, they do 
this where they are breeding. Estimate how many swifts you see. You may hear swifts in buildings 
calling back, or swifts entering or leaving buildings where they are breeding; make a note of the 
addresses or location. There is no need to record swifts flying high, these are mostly feeding groups.  
 
Please let the Bedfordshire Swift group know if you have screaming swifts via 
graham@gcbellamy.plus.com and/or or fill in the RSPB survey www.rspb.org.uk/swiftsurvey#.  
 
More information about swifts can be found on the RSPB website or from Swift Conservation 
www.swift-conservation.org 

A copy of a form for collecting data is available for download from the front page of the bird club 
website at bedsbirdclub.org.uk and we have included an abbreviated copy as page 11 of this edition of 
The Hobby. 

 
Graham Bellamy  
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BEDFORDSHIRE ROOKERIES: 2017 SUMMARY 
 
The Bedfordshire rookery survey was repeated for a fifth consecutive year in 2017. Methodology was as 
for previous years (Hicks 2014, Hicks 2017). For comparison with previous and, hopefully, future 
surveys a rookery is defined as any group of nests 100 metres or more from the next nearest group 
(Sage and Vernon 1978). 
 
During 2017, 174 rookeries were located containing 4470 nests. This was seven fewer rookeries but 52 
more nests than in 2016. Included in this total are 13 rookeries not previously reported although one of 
these, at Wenlock Junior School, Luton was possibly not used this year. Nineteen rookeries were 
abandoned in 2017, including three sizeable rookeries in the Tempsford, area, which between them 
held 174 nests in 2013 and 117 in 2016. The rookery at Tempsford: East of the A1 was one of only two 
rookeries in the county containing more than 100 nests between 2013 and 2015. There was no obvious 
reason for the abandonment of these rookeries, and although numerous nests remained in the trees, 
they were eerily silent on visits in April 2017. Rookeries were recorded from 114 tetrads in 2017, two 
fewer than in 2016, but, as in previous years, well below the 179 where breeding was confirmed during 
fieldwork for the 2007-2011 atlas. 
 
Seven rookeries used in 2017 were also recorded in the 1945 survey. One of these, in Wardown Park, 
Luton, however had not been noted in any of the intervening surveys nor in fieldwork for the three 
atlases. Similarly, the rookery at Goldington Green was recorded in 1945 but then not again until 2015. 
This rookery was occupied between 1952 and 1958, when there were about 40 nests (P.Smith pers. 
comm.). Of rookeries used in 2017, thirteen were first noted during the 1975 survey and 12 during the 
1980 survey, with most (79%) being first noted since 2006. Although there is some turnover of 
rookeries, this is probably more indicative of the lack of records. The rookery at Renhold: Green End 
has been in continuous since at least 1969, although the number nests has been declining in recent 
years.  
 
Colony size, number of nests in a rookery ranged from 2 – 142, with an average of 26 nests per 
rookery, slightly up on 2016 and bucking the downward trend of the previous four years of the survey. 
Two rookeries contained over 100 nests in 2017. The rookery at Nunswood, Meppershall has been the 
largest in the county since 2014 and held 142 nests in 2017 but the surrounding area is threatened with 
development and some trees on the edge of the wood had already been cut down before a (temporary?) 
ban was put in place. Building work started in late 2017, so it will be interesting to see what impact this 
has on the rookery in 2018. The rookery at Stockbridge Farm, Henlow had increased to 115 nests 
(from 99 in 2016). Most rookeries contained between 1 and 25 nests while most nests were in rookeries 
that numbered between 26 and 50 nests.  
 
Rooks were recorded nesting in 15 species of tree. As in previous years, ash was the most frequently 
used tree accounting for over 38% of nests (although nearly 30% of nest trees remained unidentified). 
No incidence of ash dieback was noted while conducting the rookery survey. Oak, Poplar, Scots Pine, 
Beech and Horse Chestnut (in decreasing order) accounted for the majority of remaining nests. 
 
All rookery data collected in 2017 has been entered on Birdtrack and a spreadsheet of the raw data has 
been deposited with the Bedfordshire Bird Club. Google maps have been produced for the current and 
previous surveys and these can be viewed online at:- 
 
http://tinyurl.com/BedsRookeries1945 
http://tinyurl.com/BedsRookeries1975 
http://tinyurl.com/BedsRookeries2013 
http://tinyurl.com/BedsRookeries2014 

http://tinyurl.com/BedsRookeries2015 
http://tinyurl.com/BedsRookeries2016  
http://tinyurl.com/BedsRookeries2017 
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I will be running the Bedfordshire Rookery Survey again in 2018. A Google map showing location of 
all rookeries used in recent years has been prepared and can be viewed at 
http://tinyurl.com/BedfordshireRookeries2018. Currently, all rookery markers are yellow, as data is 
received these will be changed to green.  If you would like to contribute to the survey, please get in 
touch (contact details at end).  
 
A rookery website was launched in 2017, this can be viewed at www.rookeries.uk. This displays the data 
from earlier surveys (as well as surveys in other parts of the UK) on various maps, tables and charts. If 
you register and log-in, you can enter, amend or delete your own observations. 
 
Acknowledgements: 
A big thank you to all the Bedfordshire Bird Club and BedsBirds email group members who supplied 
rookery information:  Peter Almond, Dave Anderson, Stefan Baltruschat, Richard Bashford, Graham 
Bellamy, Michael Bird, Steve Blain, Hereward Corley, Roger Crawford, Arianna Dalzero, Lee Evans, 
Mark Fitzpatrick, Andy Grimsey, Lawrence Jarrett, Dave Kramer, Judith Knight, Trevor Morgan, 
Jonathan Palmer, Naomi Parkin, John Pitts, Jim Porter, Tony Revill, Peter Smith, Matthew Strangwick, 
and Sonnie Wing. Special thanks to Jenny who has put with and even participated in my rookery mania. 
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Hicks, R.K. 2014. Rooks and Rookeries in Bedfordshire. Beds Nat 68 (2): 136-152. 
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Roger K. Hicks, 3 Elm Close, Henlow, SG16 6BY; email: rogerkhicks@hotmail.com 
 

BEDFORDSHIRE ROOKERY SURVEY 2017 SUMMARY 

 

 

Survey Years 1945 1975 1980 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Rookeries 312 202 134 134 169 180 181 174 

Nest Count 9945 4436 3756 3740 4688 4484 4418 4470 

Average 31.88 21.96 28.03 27.91 27.74 24.91 24.41 25.69 

Tetrads 151 122 84 97 109 113 116 114 
 

 

 

 

KEY FINDINGS 
174 Rookeries 

(7 less than in 2016) 

4470 nests 

(Slight increase from 2016) 

In 114 Tetrads 

derease from 2016  

13 Rookeries recorded for 

first time (one possibly not 

used in 2017) 

19 Rookeries abandoned 

(from 2016) 
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Bedfordshire Rookeries by 10 km Square 
(R = Rookeries; N = Nests) 

 

Bedfordshire Rookeries by Apparent Age 
 

 

 

Roger K. Hicks, 3 Elm Close, Henlow, SG16 6BY; email: rogerkhicks@hotmail.com 
 
ACCEPTED COUNTY RARITIES 
 
Following review by the Rarities Committee, the following records have been accepted for the spring 
and summer of 2017. Table supplied by Matt Burgess 
 

Sandwich Tern GLE, Broom GPs 09/04/2017 1 Adult Martin Stevens 

Dotterel Henlow Camp 16/04/2017 4 Adult Andy Bird 

Yellow Wagtail - flava Stewartby Lake 17/04/2017 1 Male James Robson 

Tree Pipit Galley Hill 18/04/2017 1 Male Jonathan Palmer 

Wood Warbler The Lodge, Hide 26/04/2017 1 Male Richard Patient 

Spoonbill MVCP, Pillinge 29/04/2017 1   Kim Phillips 

Wood Warbler Coopers Hill 01/05/2017 1 Male Paul Wright 
Yellow Wagtail 
flava x flavissima? Meadow Lane GPs 05/05/2017 1 Male Keith Owen 
Yellow Wagtail - 
thunbergi? Meadow Lane GPs 08/05/2017 1 Male John Bowler 

Little Tern Grovebury SP 13/05/2017 1   John Lynch 

Cattle Egret Coronation Pit 24/05/2017 1   
Steve Blain / 
Andy Grimsey 

Black-necked Grebe Blunham Lake 08/06/2017 1   Steve Blain 

Sandwich Tern Broom, GLE 19/07/2017 1   Steve Blain 

Caspian Gull Grovebury SP 21/07/2017 1 
near 
adult Steve Rodwell 

Cattle Egret Harrold Country Park 23/08/2017 1 Adult Tim Mason 
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SPOTTED FLYCATCHER FEEDING ON GROUND 
 
Poppy Hill sewage treatment works (map ref: TL190386) is c.1 km east of Henlow Grange and 
alongside the east coast main railway. To the west is a small, mixed species wood of mainly beech, ash 
and oak which is home to a medium-sized rookery. To the south the works are bordered by scrub on 
the bank of the River Ivel while to the north, a tall, thick hedge separates the works from a large, open 
field. The sewage treatment works (STW) comprises a few buildings, two concrete sided ponds and six 
circular filtration beds with turning arms. 
 
The year-round availability of invertebrate food makes the STW attractive to a range of species. In 
winter it plays host to a large flock of Pied Wagtails, up to 500 have been recorded (G.Dagnall pers. 
comm.) usually accompanied by Grey Wagtails and Meadow Pipits while there are usually a few 
wintering Chiffchaffs to be found in the surrounding hedges and woodland. In spring and autumn, 
impressive flocks of Swifts, Swallows and House Martins can gather over the STW to feed, occasionally 
attracting a marauding Hobby or Sparrowhawk. Although viewing the STW is not easy, there are only a 
few gaps in the hedge, I usually try to visit this area of my patch at least once a week.  
 
On 25 August 2017, the usual array of species was seen. A few Swallows hawked overhead, tit flocks 
foraged along the hedgerow accompanied by calling and singing Chiffchaffs and the filtration beds had 
attracted a mixed flock of c.20 Pied Wagtails, a couple of Grey Wagtails, a few Meadow Pipits and 
Starlings plus a single Yellow Wagtail. Among these was a bird I did not immediately recognise. It was 
hopping across the stones of one of the filtration beds and my first thoughts were that it was a chat of 
some kind. Only when it flew did I realise it was a Spotted Flycatcher. It soon returned to the stones of 
the filtration bed and continued foraging, following behind one of the turning arms. This manner of 
feeding was interspersed with short flights to perch on wires or nearby vegetation from where it would 
hunt in a more conventional flycatcher manner. It fed in this way for the 10 minutes that I was 
watching. 
 
BWP records this as a not uncommon with Spotted Flycatchers taking up to 25% of prey items from 
the ground mainly depending on habitat, weather and season i.e. with increasing temperature and more 
aerial insect activity less time is spent foraging on the ground. This is the first time I have noted this 
behaviour. 
 
Roger K. Hicks, 3 Elm Close, Henlow, SG16 6BY 
 
 
Spotted Flycatcher. 
 
We would welcome all records and sites for this 
species as they have become noticeably scarcer 
in the county as both migrants and summer 
visitors in the last few years. Recent data has 
suggested that the population is still robust and 
potentially increasing in the north of Britain. In 
Bedfordshire the numbers of records of 
breeding birds continues to fall since the data 
collected in the survey of 2002.  
A link (also on the Bird Club website 
homepage): “Focus on Spotted Flycatcher” will 
go to the details of this survey and an article on 
breeding ecology of the Spotted Flycatcher can 
be seen (articles from 2002 and 2003 Bird 
Reports by Richard Bashford) 
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Bedfordshire Swift Survey 2018 
 

Casual Record Sheet 

Name:  Email address:  

Postal address/telephone: 

 

 
Please send records of Swift low level screaming parties, swifts entering or leaving roof and if swift 
boxes are present and being used. 

Date 
Precise 

grid 
reference 

Town/ 
place 
name 

Buildi
ng 

name/
addres

s 

No. 
swifts 
flying/ 

scream-
ing at 
roof 

height 

 

Nest 
count or 

swifts 
entering 
roof on 

date 

Type of nest 
[Integral brick, 
External nest 
box, Hole in 
Roof/Wall] 

 

Building type  

[House, Flats, 
Church, School, 
Industrial, Office, 

Other 
Commercial 

Property, Public 
Building, Other, 

Unsure] 

Building 
age [Pre-

1919,     
1919-1944,    
1945-1964,    
1965-1979,    
1980-1994,    
1995-2009,     

2010 
onwards, 
Unsure] 

Comment 

e.g. 
Owners 
aware of 
colony, 
owners 

contacted, 
new 

colony, 
nest at risk 

 

E.g. 
5/6/16 

E.g. 
TL179382 

 

E.g. 
Henlow: 

Elm 
Close 

3 Elm 
Close 

20 5 Hole in roof house Pre 1940 
Owners 
aware 

          

          

          

 
NOTES 
 

1. DATE. Please give the date on which you made the observation. You can provide several counts for 
different dates for the same colony. You can also provide historical records if you are certain of 
numbers of nests and locations. 

2. GRID REFERENCE. Please provide a 6-figure grid reference for the building used by the colony. 
Grab a grid reference, see. http://www.bnhs.org.uk/ 

3. PLACENAME. Please note the wider location of the colony, e.g. the town or village name, or a place 
name taken from an Ordnance Survey map. 

4. ADDRESS. Please note the building name andor the address including house number and street name. 
5. NUMBER and activity of birds. Please note the number of birds in low level screaming parties flying at 

roof height. Please note the number of swift nesting sites and the type of nest. Note (using > symbol) 
whether you think there are more birds in the building or in boxes that are not visible.  (You can give a 
zero count here if you have provided previous records of roof or nest box use on the same building.) 
 
Please return this form by end December 2018 to Graham Bellamy. Return by post to 3, Marquis hill, 
Shillington,SG5 3HD or by email to graham@gcbellamy.plus.com For further information please 
contact Graham Bellamy at graham@gcbellamy.plus.com or on 01462-711371 
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ILLUSTRATIONS BY: 
 
Andy Grimsey: Spotted Flycatcher 
Steve Blain:  Red-necked Grebe; Eider 
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