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EDITORIAL 
 
Welcome to the September 2018 production of The Hobby. In this bulletin alongside reports of recent 
bird club outdoor meeting, Roger describes his local patch at Henlow and presents a follow up request 
for support on the BTO Tawny Owl survey. Included with hard copy deliveries of this edition are our 
Winter Programme and recording sheets for the Winter Garden Bird Feeding Survey. 
Good birding to all for the autumn… 
      
PROGRAMME MATTERS  
 
Programme of Indoor Meetings 2018 / 19 
 
Our Winter Programme begins on 25th September at 8pm in the usual location of Maulden Village 
Hall. Our first speaker this year is long time Bird Club member, Martin Palmer, who gives us an insight 
into birds and birding in Trinidad and Tobago, a group of islands that offers a fine introduction to 
many of the species families of South America. 
 
This is followed on 30th October by a visit from Gary Prescott who will talk about Green Birding and 
adventures he has had birding by bike over a three year period followed by an introduction to a more 
recent adventure through Peru. 
 
In preparation for Richard Bashford’s “Review of the birding year” on 18th December, please contact 
Richard if you have any contributions of video that he can compile into his talk showing birds seen in 
Bedfordshire through the year of 2018 
 
Outdoor Meetings 
 
Two out of county outdoor meetings are setup before the end of the year. Firstly, on 14th October, 
Kevin Sharpe will lead an exploration of the Isle of Thanet area and Oare Marshes in North Kent, 
exploring a large range of habitats at a time of high possibilities of an autumn vagrant visitor or two, as 
well as good numbers of arriving winter visitors. 

Secondly, on 11th November, Kevin will again be the leader, this time of a visit to Pulborough Brooks 
RSPB in West Sussex in search of winter wildfowl.  
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Contact Kevin Sharpe (07827 440394) if lifts are required or with any queries regarding attendance of 
events in the outdoor programme. 

Details about the entire winter outdoor meetings program are also included on our website at 
bedsbirds.org.uk and on the leaflet enclosed with hard copies of The Hobby for those who receive the 
bulletin in that format. 
 
JULY – AUGUST 2018 BIRD NEWS 
 

Contributors: please phone Steve Blain on 07979 606300 or email recorder@bedsbirdclub.org.uk  with 
any news or records. Records are preferred via the online system BirdTrack, using the Excel file found 
on the Bird Club Website, singly using the online form ( http://tinyurl.com/2v6oweh ), or on paper.  
Another option for recorded is now available on the internet; If you only have one or two bird records 
to send us (or if you’re not keen on trying the rather fabulous BirdTrackwebsite) please use the iRecord 
form at http://bedsbirdclub.org.uk/irecordbirdrecord/ 
 
July 2018 
 
Avocet - nine were at Broom GP on 13th. 
Black-tailed Godwit - One was at Grovebury SP on 15th and four there on 20th. Another was at 
Broom GP on 21st and two at Grovebury SP the same day. 
Turnstone - One flew through Grovebury SP on 21st. 
Mediterranean Gull - an adult was at Broom GP on 8th. Up to two juveniles were also present at 
Grovebury SP. 
Caspian Gull - an adult was at Grovebury SP on 20th-22nd, with two adults present on 27th (DB) 
Yellow-legged Gull - up to 58 were at Grovebury SP. 
European Nightjar - after a gap of many years Nightjars bred at The Lodge RSPB. 
Lesser Spotted Woodpecker - One was in a Woburn garden on 6th. 
Black Redstart - Unseasonal singles were at Broom GP on 10th, and Boughton End on 12th. 
 
August 2018  
 

 
 
Garganey - one was at MCP Wetlands NR on 4th-24th with two present on 25th. 
Common Scoter - one was at Grovebury SP on 1st 
Great White Egret - one was back in the brick pits from 12th and stayed around for much of the 
month.  Another was at Grovebury SP on 14th. 
Osprey - Singles flew over The Lodge RSPB on 19th, over Meppershall on 20th, and another flew over 
Grovebury SP on 21st. 
Avocet - three were at Grovebury SP on 20th. 
Red Knot - one in winter plumage was a brief visitor to Chimney Corner North ClP on 24th. 
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Little Stint - one was at Grovebury SP on 10th. 
Black-tailed Godwit - two were at Grovebury SP on 4th, one at Broom GP on 12th, and one at 
Grovebury SP on 21st, and one at MCP Wetlands NR on 23rd. 
Wood Sandpiper - one was at Grovebury SP on 4th, another was at Brogborough Tip Pools 23rd-27th  
Mediterranean Gull - a juvenile in Rookery South pit on 12th and two were at Grovebury SP on 30th. 
Caspian Gull - up to three were at Grovebury SP on 4th, with a juvenile present on 30th, and an adult 
on 30th (DB et al). 
Sandwich Tern - three visited Grovebury SP on 6th 
Dipper - one was reported near Cranfield University but could not be relocated (CK) 
Common Redstart - two were at Streatley on 25th in a very poor autumn for this species in Beds. 
Whinchat - One was at Pegsdon Hills on 11th, and another there on 25th. One was at Black Cat GP 
on 25th, one at Poppyhill on 26th, two at Cardington on 30th. 
Pied Flycatcher - one was at Coopers Hill on 25th. 
Tree Pipit - One was at Brogborough Tip on 23rd. 
 
Observers:   
 
Dave Bilcock - DB 
Christine Kimpton - CK 
 
We thank all contributors who have submitted their records directly to the Recorder, or via Bedsbirds 
Email Group as well as other sources. 

Compiled by Steve Blain 
recorder@bedsbirdclub.org.uk 

 
DELIVERY OF THE HOBBY TO MEMBERS 
 
Many members are now opting not to receive a hard copy of their copy of The Hobby but rather to 
access the bulletin on-line. This is good news in reducing the costs to the Bird Club on distribution and 
we would ask members to let us know if they would wish to move away from receiving a hard copy. 
The hard copy will continue to be available of course but we will be looking to email copy to members 
rather than posting it on our website to read there in the near future.  
 
Any changes in how you wish to receive your copy of The Hobby, please contact by email to: 
editor@bedsbirdclub.org.uk   
 
If you have some ideas or articles that you would like to share for potential inclusion, then also we 
would always be pleased to hear from you, particularly those pertaining to birds and birding activity 
within Bedfordshire. 

Andy Grimsey 
 

 
BEDS BIRD CLUB DAY OUT AT STRUMPSHAW FEN RSPB RESERVE – 8TH JULY 2018 
 
Strumpshaw Fen is situated on the Yare Valley in Norfolk. It has a full range of Broadland habitats 
including reed beds, woodlands, and flower-rich meadows. The reserve is well managed by the RSPB – 
water levels are maintained to create the meadows and grazing by cattle is encouraged which trample 
the meadows to create boggy areas ideal for dragonflies and other insects to flourish. The Yare valley 
complex also includes Surlingham, Rockland, Buckenham and Cantley marshes; a mosaic of wetland 
habitats that attract large numbers of wintering wildfowl and waders, and in the summer breeding 
Marsh Harriers and Bitterns. 
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Our small group of six met in the reserve car 
park at 9 a.m. and with the continuing heatwave 
it was already beginning to warm up. Good news 
for the insects we were hoping to see. While 
planning our walk round the reserve a beautiful 
male Marsh Harrier drifted overhead, sky 
dancing. It was a very bright black and white 
individual from underneath and could easily be 
mistaken for a male Hen Harrier. A nice start to 
the morning. 
 
 
 

 
The visitor centre wasn’t open yet but there was a very helpful volunteer on hand by the lookout hide 
who gave us a short run down on what had been seen in the last few days. Unfortunately it didn’t 
include Swallow-tailed Butterfly which was one of our target species. I did fear it was a bit late for the 
first brood. 
We started our walk by checking out a small pond next to the centre. Small Red-eyed Damselfly had 
been seen here but we didn’t find any. The only damselflies encountered here were Azures. A smart 
male Four-spotted Chaser also put in an appearance. Reed Warblers showed really well on the lower 
stalks of reeds, probably eyeing up the Azures as potential dinner for their chicks. 
 

We continued our walk anti-clockwise round the 
reserve across the railway line. There’s an open 
area where I’ve previously enjoyed watching 
hunting Norfolk Hawkers, a species I was keen 
for everyone to see. We walked slowly along the 
path checking out the Alder carr for any bird life. 
A Marsh Tit called and showed really well to all, 
and a small developing tit flock moved through 
the wood attracting a few Chiffchaffs loosely 
associating with them as they moved quickly 
from tree to tree. A sharp-eyed member of the 
group spotted a Tree Creeper lying flat out on a 
fallen dead branch, its wings and tail fully spread 
- a very bizarre sight. The bird was clearly 

enjoying the sunshine or perhaps anting. It flew briefly but returned a minute later to carry on where it 
had left off. 
 
Walking along the tarmac road there were numerous dragonflies warming up in the morning sunshine. 
Common Darters flew up from under our feet, joined by the odd Ruddy Darter. Brown Hawkers 
hunted the area where I was hoping to see Norfolk Hawkers but there was some consolation with male 
Black-tailed Skimmer sitting in vegetation by the road giving everyone a photo opportunity. 
 
As we re-entered the reserve going back across the railway, Brown Hawkers were clearly going to be 
the most abundant dragonfly of the day as they appeared to be all over the reed beds. We were lucky 
enough to find a male Scarce Chaser perched on a dead twig but fairly high up and badly silhouetted. I 
thought I would try a photo but was stopped in my tracks as one of the group shouted ‘Swallowtail! 
and we had wonderful flight views of one of the UK’s most beautiful butterflies. We thought we may 
have had a second one flash by across the reeds. 
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After the excitement of the Swallowtail 
we retraced our steps and returned to 
the cars for lunch. Feeling more 
refreshed after food and drink we 
decided to walk round the woodlands 
for more species of butterflies. White-
letter Hairstreaks had been seen by a 
few visitors but we were unable to find 
any. Moving into the sunny rides of the 
wood yet more Brown Hawkers 
patrolled high in the oaks and Common 
Hawkers jumped up from under our 
feet. We had discussed the chances of 
seeing White Admiral in the wood as 
we walked along and as if by magic one 
flew straight towards us and carried on 
past. A stroke of luck, and a new butterfly for some of the group. Silver-washed Fritillary was another 
possibility and again we saw a few – one settled in the open which gave us another photo opportunity. 
On the ground a newly emerged Southern Hawker, its wings still shining in the sun-dappled wood, 
managed to get up enough energy to fly to the safety of some brambles. 
 
Away from the woods we peered into a small pond nearby and found a nice male Emerald Damselfly 
and some more obliging Four-spotted Chasers. The meadow trail where I was hoping for Norfolk 
Hawker was closed for some work so we were detoured onto another path. An algae-covered flash of 
water held Small Red-eyed Damselflies in cop and ovipositing. We came across the Tower hide which 
gave us a welcome sit down – it was now very hot. A very noisy Black-headed Gull colony greeted us as 
we lifted the hide flaps, the adults squabbling and well-grown juveniles screaming to be fed. A single 
Common Tern fished his way into view and sat on a branch near the gulls, and in the distance over the 
woods five Red Kites drifted past. Apart from that, bird life was generally quiet. 
 
As we retraced our steps once again our attention turned back to insects. We were able to look at the 
back of the meadow trail across some promising ditches. A Hummingbird Hawkmoth buzzed us as we 
entered the steps down to the meadow. In the first ditch we had a Norfolk Hawker perched on some 
reeds. It was a bit of a distance away but its green eyes and plain brown body showed clearly. The wings 
were very tatty as its time was nearly over, however it didn’t stop it from attacking Four-spotted 
Chasers as they entered its territory. We managed to find a second one much closer, but its wings were 
as bad as the first. 
We managed to get a second view of the White Admiral on the way back to the car as well as Brown 
Hawkers tirelessly hunting above the trees. 
 
At that point some of the group said their goodbyes while others went to the visitors centre. As I sat on 
the car waiting I noticed a female Marsh Harrier above me carrying a well-grown juvenile coot, its legs 
dangling and swinging as it soared. It must have caught the attention of a Common Buzzard, because 
one swooped on the Harrier and tried to dislodge its prey like a skua. The Harrier was swinging the 
coot at the Buzzard like a girl swinging her handbag at an unwanted admirer. The Buzzard gave up after 
a minute or so and the Harrier dropped down towards its unseen nest. 
 
Thanks to all who turned up for the walk. I really enjoyed leading it. The weather certainly made it. 
 

Pete Marshall 
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PROJECT OWL – BTO SURVEY AUTUMN WINTER 2018/19 

The Tawny Owl Point Survey will be running until mid-October 2018 and the again is Spring 2019. 
There is still time to take part. Volunteers are asked to choose one of the randomly pre-selected tetrads 
to which they should then make at least two short evening visits and counting the number of hooting 
and calling birds. There are still 20 tetrads available. These are in the Luton area (TL12A, TL12B, 
TL12C, TL12E, TL12G, TL12I, TL12L and TL12N) and in the Sandy/St Neots area (TL15C, TL15E, 
TL15G, TL15H, TL15I, TL15L, TL15M, TL15N, TL15Q, TL15S, TL15T and TL15Z). 
  
The Tawny Owl Calling Survey is a simple survey that runs from 30th September 2018 to 30thMarch 
2019. Volunteers select their own site and are asked to spend 20-minutes one evening a week listening 
for owls. There is no standard time/day required. Registration for this survey is now open, so check out 
the survey web pages to find out more and sign-up.   
  
If you would like to participate, please go to the BTO Project Owl web page 
https://www.bto.org/volunteer-surveys/project-owl and follow the links to sign-up for the survey. I 
will be happy to help if further information is required. 
  

Roger Hicks (BTO Regional Representative) - rogerkhicks@hotmail.com 
 
NEW MEMBERS 
 
We would like to welcome the following new member to the Bedfordshire Bird Club: 
 
Steven Pritchard, Broom 
 
We hope you will all enjoy many years of membership with us.    

Mary Sheridan    
 
HENLOW GRANGE LOCAL PATCH 
 
Introduction 
My local patch, centred on Henlow Grange, lies to the east of Henlow village near the confluence of 
the Ivel and Hiz rivers. The boundaries of the patch are the A507 to the south; the east coast main 
railway line to the east; Henlow village and the River Ivel to the west and Langford to the north. The 
area is a mix of fishing lakes, formerly gravel pits, meadows and arable land with some woodland along 
the banks of the river. Footpaths allow a circular walk around the northern (Poppy Hill) and southern 
(Henlow Bridge Lakes) sections. Although the grounds of Henlow Grange and Poppy Hill fishing lakes 
have no public access, these areas can be viewed from the footpaths. Henlow Bridge Lakes are 
accessible via a permissive footpath along the bank of the River Hiz.  
 
A walk around the area is likely to produce between 40 and 50 species depending on the season and 
conditions.  
 
Maps 
The whole area is covered Ordnance Survey Landranger sheet 153 (Bedford and Huntingdon) and 
Explorer Sheet 208 (Bedford and St. Neots). The map reference for Henlow Grange is TL183384. The 
whole area lies in atlas tetrad TL13Z. 
 
Facilities 
Henlow village has three pubs, all of which serve food, a bakery which serves coffee and a village 
stores. The Langford Garden Centre has a coffee shop.  
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Parking 
 

Coach Road, Henlow (map ref: TL179832) 
From Henlow High Street, turn onto Park Lane (signposted to Champneys, Henlow Grange). In 

100m, Park Lane swings left, turn right (effectively straight on) here onto Coach Road. There is a pull 
in on the left where cars can be parked. Avoid school start and end times as these roads become packed 
with cars dropping off or picking up the children. 
 
Alternatively, park next to the sports pavilion on the opposite side of the sports ground. To get there, 
at the northern end of the village, turn into Church Road (roughly opposite the Five Bells pub). Take 
the third left into Groveside and drive to the end to find the sports ground and car park. Again, avoid 
school start and end times. This car park will also be well used when cricket, football and bowls 
matches are taking place. 
 
Please do not take your car down the drive to Henlow Grange. Parking here is reserved for guests and 
staff only. 
 

Langford Garden Centre (map ref: TL182401) 
Langford village lies to the north of Henlow. The garden centre is on the bank of the River Ivel, 

beside the B659 Langford Road. The garden centre has ample parking, but does get very busy on some 
weekends. It has the advantage of a café for a warming cuppa at the end of your walk. Please check 
with the garden centre staff that it is alright to leave your car while you are walking. 
 
To reach the patch, from the garden centre head towards Langford, crossing the River Ivel; take the 
first right into Common Road which eventually becomes a cycle track running alongside Poppy Hill 
fishing lakes.  
 

Henlow Bridge Lakes Campsite (map ref: TL188379) 
When Bird Club outdoor meetings are held at Henlow Grange, Henlow Bridge Lakes allow 

parking on their site. Access to Henlow Bridge Lakes is via a slip road off the A507 to Arlesey station. 
This lies about 1 km east of the Henlow roundabout and is signposted Arlesey Station and has a brown 
sign to Henlow Bridge Lakes. If you go over the railway bridge you have gone too far. There is no 
access if approaching from the east along the A507, you have to go to the Henlow roundabout and 
come back on yourself. Please ask at reception for permission to park.  
 
There are also a few free parking spaces at Arlesey railway station and a larger pay-and-display 
commuter car park. 
 

Poppy Hill (map ref: TL190391) 
A concrete service road runs south from Cambridge Road, Langford (map ref: TL189401) to the 

Poppy Hill sewage treatment works. The service road is an easily missed turning immediately west of 
the railway bridge. The service track is single-lane and is frequently used by big trucks going to and 
from the sewage treatment works. After 1 km, the concrete track dog-legs left and broadens out. This is 
the only safe place to park along the track. Do NOT park anywhere else along this track.   
 
Public Transport 
Both Henlow and Langford are served by a regular bus service; see the Stagecoach web site 
(www.stagecoachbus.com) for up to date timetables. Arlesey Station, at the south end of the site is on 
the East Coast Main Line; see the National Rail enquiries website for up to date timetables 
(www.nationalrail.co.uk/stations/arl/details.html) 
Distance/Time 
Allow three to four hours to walk the complete area. Allow 1.5 hours for the southern loop, around 
Henlow Bridge Lakes and 2.5 hours for the northern loop around Poppy Hill Lakes and Poppy Hill. 
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Terrain 
The concrete service track from Langford to Poppy Hill sewage treatment works and the cycle track 
from the end of Common Road, Langford to the fisherman’s car park are suitable for wheelchairs but 
elsewhere the tracks are ungraded and can be muddy and slippery in places, especially around Henlow 
Bridge Lakes. 
 
Routes 
Footpaths allow a circular walk around the northern (Poppy Hill) and/or southern (Henlow Bridge 
Lakes) sections although I usually walk the northern loop as this is less affected by traffic noise from 
the A507 (see map). 

Starting from Coach Road, Henlow  follow the drive eastwards towards Henlow Grange. Traffic can 
be heavy with guests to the Grange and delivery vans and lorries, so take care. The school playing field 
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can be attractive to flocks of winter thrushes and gulls. At the bottom of the drive  turn right for the 
southern loop or turn left for the northern loop. 
 
Southern Loop 

At the bottom of the drive  turn right for the southern loop. The track leads in front of Henlow 
Grange (now a Champneys Resort), where there always seems to be a flock of Jackdaws, and continues 
south through an area of woodland to the old gatehouse on the A507. Along this stretch most of the 
common woodland species can be seen including Nuthatch and, on one occasion only, a Lesser 

Spotted Woodpecker. At the gatehouse  turn left (east) and walk parallel to the A507. This is the 
section most affected by traffic noise although Long-tailed Tits and Goldfinches can be seen in the 

hedgerow. Continue on the track past the entrance to the Henlow Bridge Lakes campsite  to the 

bank of the River Hiz  and then turn north on the permissive path around the fishing lakes. The 
footpath here can be very muddy and slippery after rain. Grey Wagtail and Kingfisher are regular along 
this stretch of river while Water Rail can be seen in hard weather. 
 

 
 

The riverside alders often hold finch flocks in winter, usually Siskins and Goldfinches but occasionally 
including Lesser Redpolls. In summer, the small patches of reeds hold Sedge Warbler and Reed 

Warbler. Henlow Bridge Fishing lakes  only hold the commoner waterfowl: Mute Swan, Canada and 
Greylag Geese, Mallard and Moorhens although I have heard reports of Bittern, in the very small reed 

bed at the north end of the lakes, and of a fishing Osprey. The woods  to the west of the lake are 
private, belonging to Henlow Grange, but the footpath follows the woodland edge, giving another 
chance for the common woodland species to be seen. Both Green and Great Spotted Woodpeckers 
have nested close to this path. In spring there is a fine show of snowdrops on the woodland floor. 
Bullfinches are regular in the hedges and scrub bordering the footpath. Complete the walk by turning 
right, again passing in front of the Grange before turning left and following the drive back to Henlow.  
 
Northern Loop 

At the bottom of the drive  turn left for the northern loop, with the school playing fields on the left. 
In a short while turn right and head down towards the river. The avenue of horse chestnut trees 

running north from the Grange  is favoured by Stock Doves year-round while in winter can be the 
haunt of mixed flocks of tits sometimes including Treecreeper and Nuthatch. Nearby is a small orchard 
although the fruit never seems to be picked and this bounty can attract all the regular thrushes plus 
Magpie and Jay. The River Ivel here is bordered by a narrow strip of woodland where most of the 

common woodland birds can be seen. The bridge over the river  is a reliable location for Kingfisher, 
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scan the branches over-hanging the water, while Little Egret, Grey Heron and Grey Wagtail may also 
be seen. Once over the bridge follow the track round to the left where Goldcrest and Coal Tit can 
usually be heard if not seen in the small conifer plantation. Continue north on this track, which 

becomes a cycle path once beyond the fishing club car park. The scrub beside the track   can be 
birdy at any time of the year with warblers in spring and summer and finches in winter. The fishing 

lakes, Third Lake  and Whiteman’s (or Island) Lake , can be viewed from the footpath but 
usually hold very few waterbirds. In winter Cormorants can be seen in poplars on the west bank of 
Third Lake and there are usually several Mallards, a pair of Mute Swans and a small flock of Tufted 
Duck on one lake or another. Other waterfowl are few and far between: Teal and Gadwall are probably 
the most regular while Pintail, Goldeneye and Goosander have only been noted on a couple of 
occasions. Mute Swan, Greylag and Canada Geese, Mallard, Coot, Moorhen and Great Crested Grebe 
all nest around the lakes as does at least one pair of Kingfishers, usually on Whiteman’s Lake. If starting 

from the Langford Garden Centre , you would join the northern loop at the northern end of 

Whiteman’s Lake , from where there is a good view the length of the lake. In recent years a pair of 
Barn Owls have nested at the back of the lakes and, in the spring, these can be seen hunting over the 
fields. Retrace your steps and take the footpath the heads east across the fields. In spring, Skylarks will 
be singing overhead and Yellow Hammers sing from the remnant hedgerows. A new farm has recently 

been built, confusingly also known as Poppy Hill Farm, and its surrounding pasture  has proved 
attractive to flocks of Redwing and Fieldfare in winter and Yellow Wagtails on passage. To the north of 
the farm is a small stand of silver birches and these can hold flocks of finches including Lesser Redpoll 

and occasionally Brambling. The paddocks  between the concrete service road and the railway have 
become overgrown. When grazed, they are very good for winter thrush and starling flocks while in 
spring and autumn were a reliable site for passage Wheatear, Whinchat and occasionally Redstart. The 
first two species still occur, but in lower numbers than in the recent past. The overgrown paddocks are 
now attractive to a mixed flock finches and buntings although they are not always easy to find. It is 
worth wandering along the concrete service road as far north as the farm looking for the flock. To 

continue the loop, head south on the concrete service road, this dog-legs left   and then right. This 
was the area favoured by a wintering Great Grey Shrike in the winter of 2015-2016, although it was 
often on the other side of the railway.  
 

The concrete service road leads to the Poppy Hill sewage treatment works (STW) . There is no 
public access to the STW but the area can be viewed through the gate. In winter, the filtration beds 
attract a large flock of Pied Wagtails with fewer Grey Wagtails and Meadow Pipits while the 
surrounding hedgerow usually holds one or two wintering Chiffchaffs. In the spring and autumn large 
flocks of Swifts, Swallows and House Martins gather overhead.  There is a rookery in the woods to the 
west of the STW. 
 

To continue the loop, where the concrete service road swings left  continue along the farm track 
between the fields. When these fields are left as stubble they can attract large flocks of finches and 
buntings including up to 500 Linnets plus Goldfinches, Corn Bunting, Yellow Hammer, Reed Bunting 
and Grey Partridge. In summer, Corn Buntings use the overhead wires as song posts while Yellow 
Hammers sing from the hedges. The track zig-zags through the fields to the original Poppy Hill Farm 
and cottages. Swallows nest in the farm out-buildings while the local Sparrowhawks can often be seen 
above the riverside woods. In autumn flocks of Swallows and House Martins gather on the wires near 
the farm and this can attract the attention of marauding Hobbies. Follow the track past the farm and 

cottages back to the bridge over the River Ivel   and then retrace route back to Henlow village. 
 
Bird List 
 
To date (December 2017), I have recorded 134 species on my Henlow Grange patch, these are listed 
below. A 2-hour walk round the northern loop will normally produce between 40 and 50 species while 
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a 90-minute walk round the southern loop normally produces 30 – 40 species. On New Year’s Day 
2008, I recorded 60 species, including my first Short-eared Owl and only Lesser Spotted Woodpecker 
for the site. Each year I have recorded between 100 and 115 species.  
 
A full list of birds seen on the patch and status notes is included in the site details included on the bird 
club website. 

Roger Hicks 
 
50 YEARS AGO 
 
We noted the following record in the Bird Report for 1968 which illustrates how the range of 
Cormorant in the county has changed over the last 50 years. In 1968, this species was rare enough that 
both records were noted in the report.  
 
Cormorant Phalacrocorax garbo 
A juvenile at Vicarage Farm ClP on 12th August (JND). A further bird at Arlesley ChP on 22nd 
August was found dead two days later (KC, PK). 
 
These days it is common at all waterbodies in the county as well as seen along some rivers, the highest 
count in 2017 was of 90 at Priory CP.  
[In the first two weeks of September this year, I have noted three parties flying west on migration 
along the Chiltern ridge on weekend morning walks which suggests some early autumn movements 
across country that may have been the source of these records – Ed.] 
 

 
 
 
 
ILLUSTRATIONS BY: 
 
Mike Lawrence: Grey Wagtail 
Pete Marshall: three images from Strumpshaw Fen trip 
Sean D’Arcy:  Wood Sandpiper  
Steve Blain:  Cormorants 
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