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PROGRAMME MATTERS 
 
Welcome to the April 2021 edition of The Hobby. Spring is now here with the first returning migrants 

reported early in March, initially Chiffchaff singing with Sand Martin following but with the big arrival 

expected during April currently held up perhaps by the cold spell. I am sure we all look forward to the 

opening up of our society again since Easter to allow more opportunity to get out and about and enjoy the 

sights and sounds that the season has to offer. In this edition of The Hobby we look forward to some of 

the survey activities underway and planned for this summer and trust that these can go ahead with a new 

form of normality. 

 

On 23rd March we concluded our Zoom program of Indoor Meetings and we are grateful to have had 

some very positive responses to these events. We expect to continue to use this method through the next 

winter season at least for a few events to supplement the program even if we are able to get back to the 

more traditional hall meetings. This allows as many members as possible to engage with our activities and 

allows us to offer some variety of speakers that may otherwise not be available to us. We will share more 

updates in The Hobby and the website when a program is developed and thank you for supporting these 

meetings and the feedback provided. Opinions and ideas on this would be welcomed by email to me or 

any other committee member. 

 

Unfortunately we are not able to put together a program of outdoor meetings while lockdown and social 

distancing restrictions remain in force but will continue to keep that under review. 

  

We hope you can still enjoy your birding in this continuing difficult period.  Stay safe… 
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JANUARY – MARCH 2021 BIRD NEWS 
 
January 2021 
 

White-fronted Goose - juvenile from December continued at Broom East CWS all month, one at 

Meadow Lane GP on 1st and 22nd at least, an adult at Battlesden Lake on 3rd, nine at Radwell on 18th 

Pink-footed Goose - one around the Priory CP and Meadow Lane GP area through the month, another 

on a few dates near Chicksands 

Pintail - three at Meadow Lane GP from 1st, four there including three males on 19th, a male at 

Battlesden Lake on 3rd, five at Radwell on 18th 

Red-crested Pochard - one at Blunham GP on 2nd 

Goldeneye - only reports came from Blunham Lake and Brogborough Lake, where more than 20 were 

present at the start of the month 

Goosander - six at Woburn on 1st, seemingly the only regular site where they are reported in the county 

Great White Egret - seemingly now resident in the county with a minimum of four birds in the Ouse 

Valley east of Bedford, being noted at Priory CP, Meadow Lane, Willington, Blunham GP and Black Cat 

GP, single birds also recorded in the brick pits at Coronation and Chimney Corner North and at Radwell 

Cattle Egret - one of the two birds from December still south of Henlow until 22nd at least, another at 

Priory CP on 4th 

 

 

Glossy Ibis - one at Jordans Mill 

on 31st   Photo by Steve Blain 

 
 

Black-tailed Godwit - approx 60 flying around Broom GP on 28th 

Black-headed Gull - One at Broom East CWS on 1st was carrying a yellow leg ring.  Was ringed in June 

2019 at the nest in a reserve at Skoki Duze on the River Vistula, northeast of Warsaw. This is the second 

Polish ringed Black-headed Gull noted here, the previous one having come from further north. 

Mediterranean Gull - two in roost at Brogborough Lake on 3rd 

Marsh Harrier - one noted around the brick pits on a few occasions in the month 

Hen Harrier - a possible reported near Sundon on 17th, one reported near Kensworth Quarry on 31st 

Lesser Spotted Woodpecker - one noted in Ampthill Park on 7th and 12th 

Black Redstart - one reported from Great Denham on 2nd 

Stonechat - many reports of wintering birds, most records being of pairs 
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Dartford Warbler - up to three birds in heathland around The Lodge, with others at Astral Lake near 

Leighton Buzzard and at Aspley Heath 

 

 

 

 

Common Whitethroat - a 

remarkable record of one in a 

garden in Leighton Buzzard on 

the 31st  Photo by Trevor Mills 

 
 

Brambling - a few noted at locations including Knocking Hoe, near Cardington, Old Warden and a flock 

of 50 near Bromham Park on 21st 

Crossbill - seven at Warden Warren on 1st, a flock of 15 at The Lodge on 2nd and reported again 

on 22nd, also up to eight near Stockgrove CP 

 

February 2021  

 

White fronted Goose - long staying juvenile bird remained at Broom GP until at least 26th, another at 

Meadow Lane GP on 20th 

Pink-footed Goose - one at Grovebury SP on 12th to 15th, in addition a few records of the birds noted 

in January 

Pintail - a pair at Meadow Lane GP reported on seven dates between 2nd and 23rd 

Goosander - reported also at Grovebury SP between 3rd and 15th and at Priory CP on 26th and 27th 

Smew - two at Grovebury SP on 11th to 13th 

Red-breasted Merganser - a male flew over Sandy on 13th 

Glossy Ibis - one moving around the east of the county was noted over Sandy on 12th and 13th and at 

Roxton GP on 13th 

Great White Egret - one near Grovebury SP on 20th, three at Meadow Lane GP on 23rd amongst a 

scatter of records around the Ouse Valley east of Bedford 

Lapwing - a cold weather movement with small groups of birds moving southwest through the morning 

of 13th 

Woodcock - good numbers reported including up to nine coming out of roost at The Lodge 

Dunlin - one through Grovebury SP on 12th, two at Broom GP on 13th 

Black-tailed Godwit - one at Broom GP on 11th 

Dartford Warbler - at least one continuing around The Lodge and Sandy Heath 

Firecrest - two in Ampthill Park through the month, also two in Deepdale Woods from 25th to 28th 

Crossbill - more sightings of double figure flocks at The Lodge and in Warden Warren 
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March 2021 
 

Brent Goose - eight present on the morning of the 10th at Priory CP with another at Millennium CP on 

18th. Several groups also picked up in the second half of the month on nocturnal migration over the 

county 

Pink-footed Goose - one with the Greylag Geese again at Meadow Lane GP all month 

White-fronted Goose - juvenile was still present at Meadow Lane GP in the month until 23rd at least, 

suggested this is not the same bird as that present in January 

Ruddy Shelduck - one at Broom East CWS on 24th 

Garganey - a pair in Chimney Corner North on 29th 

Scaup - a pair at birds at Broom Gypsy Lane West GP on 19th 

Common Scoter - a male on Stewartby Lake on 19th. Several groups also picked up in the second half of 

the month on nocturnal migration over the county 

Black-necked Grebe - one at Grovebury SP on 7th 

Great White Egret - one at Grovebury SP regularly through the month, maybe one one of three being 

regularly noted near Leighton Buzzard and roosting at Tring Reservoirs; others continuing in the Ouse 

Valley  east of Bedford particularly, one at Radwell GP on 30th, one at Broom East CWS on 31st 

Common Crane - two flew north over Potton on 17th 

Avocet - one at Broom GP opposite G&M Growers on 21st 

Curlew - one possibly two birds have returned to Thurleigh Airfield, three at Grovebury SP on 13th, a 

migrant at Broom GP on 24th 

Black-tailed Godwit - three at Broom East CWS on 21st, another there on 30th. also one at Meadow 

Lane GP on 30th 

Dunlin - singles reported at Broom East CWS on 6th, 8th, 10th and 17th 

Redshank - one at East Hyde on 3rd was the first there for some years 

Jack Snipe - one at Broom East CWS was visible from the viewpoint on 6th and 7th, others noted at 

Black Cat GP, Fenlake, Stratton Park Balancing Pond and in Quest ClP 

Woodcock - a few odd birds reported after an arrival in the cold easterly winds in the latter part of 

February 

White-tailed Eagle - one of the Isle of Wight reintroduced birds were around the county early in the 

month. Tracking shows bird identified as G471 Roosted 1st between Leighton Buzzard and Dunstable, 

2nd and 3rd near Woburn, 4th near Old Warden. Seen near Staploe morning of 5th before spending a 

few days at Grafham Water 

Osprey - birds noted over Potton on 15th, Grovebury SP on 18th, Biggleswade on 24th, Silsoe on 25th, 

Blows Down on 27th, Southill on 28th, another north near Grovebury SP on 29th, one over Broom on 

30th and another over Brogborough on 31st 

Lesser Spotted Woodpecker - very few seem to be left in the county but one was noted in Ampthill 

Park in the month 

Caspian Gull - one adult at Grovebury SP on 1st 

Mediterranean Gull - one at Stewartby Lake on 5th, another on 26th 

Sandwich Tern - three briefly at Stewartby Lake on 30th 

Alexandrine Parakeet - one of unknown origin identified in Willington on 31st 

Merlin - noted at Henlow, Langford and Broom GP during the month, another at Grovebury SP on 13th 

Peregrine - pairs noted in Luton and Leighton Buzzard town centres 

Swallow - first two recorded at Grovebury SP 22nd 

Rock Pipit - birds at Broom Gypsy Lane West GP and Black Cat GP on 19th 
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Ring Ouzel - one at Blows Down on 28th was the first for the year 

Wheatear - following the first on 24th there was a strong passage in the last few days of the month 

including four at Blows Down on 26th, six near WIllington on 27th, eight at Pegsdon Hills and possibly a 

different seven at Knocking Hoe on 29th 

Black Redstart - two noted in Stopsley, a male and a female separately on 15th, with the male also noted 

there on two other dates up to 27th, another at Pegsdon Hills on 31st 

 

 

 

Siberian Chiffchaff - one by 

Broom East CWS was singing 

from 27th until the end of the 

month. Photo by Michael 

Hooper 

 
 

Firecrest - one at Deepdale on 1st, Ampthill Park on 20th and The Lodge RSPB on 30th 

Crossbill - party in Maulden Woods on 1st, three there also on 21st, three at Aspley Heath on 6th and up 

to 20 at The Lodge RSPB 

 

We thank all contributors who have submitted their records directly to the Recorder, or via Bedsbirds 

Email Group as well as other sources. Please note that we currently have no official appointed County 

Bird Recorder and that this role is being managed in the interim by Peter Nash with support from Andy 

Grimsey. Records are welcomed to the email address below, and any questions, requests or reports 

otherwise can be directed to Peter on 07753411786 or Andy on 07402429312.  

 
Records are preferred via the online system BirdTrack, 

Compiled by Andy Grimsey 
recorder@bedsbirdclub.org.uk 

 

A BRIEF REPORT OF THE 2021 BIRD CLUB AGM 
 

The AGM was held via Zoom webinar on Tuesday 23rd February, and 85 members logged in. 
 
Richard Bashford, Hon. Chairman, chaired the meeting.      
 
The elected officers for 2021 are: 
Hon. President (2020-22):  Mary Sheridan 
Hon. Secretary:    Sheila Alliez 
Hon. Research Officer:  VACANT 
Hon. Assistant Treasurer:  Sonnie Wing 
Hon. Bulletin Editor:   Andy Grimsey 
Hon. Meetings Secretary:  Stuart Elsom 
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County Bird Recorder (Acting): Peter Nash with the help of Andy Grimsey 
BNHS Membership Secretary:   Kathryn Hindley 
 
The elected committee members for 2021 are: 
Phil Cannings  
Alan Garner  
Roger Hicks  
Peter Nash 
 
The Club membership at the end of December was 275.  

The Assistant Treasurer’s summary of the accounts stated that the total expenditure was £6152.48, a 

slight increase of £152.13 over 2019. Savings on the reduced indoor meetings programme was offset by a 

£300 fee paid to our January speaker, Mike Dilger. Expenditure on The Hobby was down by over £400 

due to only one issue being mailed out, an example of the savings that could be achieved if all members 

switched to electronic delivery. Additional expenditure included £423 in grants for Tree sparrow and 

Turtle Dove projects and costs associated with a new membership database. Income (excluding 

subscriptions) was £686.50, including £450 sponsorship from Opticron and income from an advert in the 

Bird Report, sale of Bird Reports, and donated proceeds from the sale of DVDs. The full audited 

accounts would be presented at the BNHS AGM in March.  

Due to the recent sad death of Graham Goodall, there was no formal report from the Research Officer. 

Instead the Chairman read a summary of the work he had been involved in during 2020. A fuller report 

will be published in The Hobby and also the Bird Report 2020.  

After the completion of business, Carl Chapman gave an illustrated talk on “Birds by habitat”.    

 
Sheila Alliez 

Hon. Secretary     
 

REPORT OF THE GENERAL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE FOR 2020 

 

In this extraordinary year membership was slightly down at 275.  At the two indoor meetings held before 

the first national lockdown, average attendance was 56. We restarted meetings in October via Zoom, and 

averaged 86 attendance at the three meetings. This year our speakers included Mike Dilger on the creation 

of the Mar Chiquita National Park in Argentina plus birding in the Philippines, Mark Ward on pan-species 

listing, and Dr Michael Brooke on the mysterious lives of seabirds at sea. Stuart Elsom kicked off our 

Zoom presentations with Wild Japan, and Richard Bashford finished the year with a review of birding in 

Bedfordshire 2020. Opticron once again sponsored our indoor meetings. Two field meetings took place 

before Covid-19 caused the cancellation of all group meetings.  

 

At the AGM in February, Peter Holden MBE completed his term as President, and Mary Sheridan was 

elected as our first female President. The position of Bird Recorder was vacant, but there were no other 

changes to the Committee and Officers.   

 

In the light of the constantly changing social restrictions, the website was the source of information on 

the (limited) Bird Club activities, and links to various blogs and photo galleries, while the independently-

run Bed Birds email group provided up-to-the-minute news of local bird sightings and Bird Club notices. 

Also, in September, a WhatsApp group was set up as a complementary communication channel, and 
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thanks are due to Richard Bashford and Steve Blain for their efforts in maintaining them, with thanks to 

Andy Grimsey for keeping the website updated.      

 

Once lockdown started, all national surveys were officially suspended, but some members were able to   

continue taking part in the BTO’s Wetland Bird Survey and Breeding Bird Survey as restrictions were 

eased. The Winter and Summer Garden Bird Feeding Surveys also continued.     

 

The Great Duck Hunt took place in January, covering most areas of open water in the county, counting 

10,574 individuals of 37 species. In May, the Lockdown Bird Race took place, with 65 species being 

counted in members’ gardens, and 93 on permitted daily walks/cycle rides, making a total of 102 species. 

The Christmas Bird Hunt (similarly restricted) found a total of 114 species in the county, with good finds 

being Cattle Egret, Pink-footed and White-fronted Geese and Firecrest.  

 

The 2018 Bird Report was published in January, but the 2019 Bird Report was also delayed beyond the 

year end. As we do not currently have a Bird Report editor, a small temporary team of volunteers have 

compiled the 2019 Bird Report, but this is not ideal. We still need a volunteer or team of volunteers to 

undertake this on a more permanent basis. Peter Nash has ably stepped in as Acting Bird Recorder this 

year with the help of Andy Grimsey on the IT side. Much of the record submission work has been 

automated, and most members are now submitting their records via BirdTrack. However, manual records 

are still accepted – please submit your records for 2020 as soon as possible.  

 

We would also like to thank Richard Bashford for producing and selling the DVD of 2019’s bird sightings 

in aid of Club funds.  

 

And finally, the Committee would like to thank all members for their continued support, particularly at 

this time when nature has never been more important to our mental health, but necessary restrictions 

have made it more difficult to pursue our hobby. Hopefully 2021 will see us emerge into a more “normal” 

life.  

S. Alliez  

Hon. Secretary, Bedfordshire Bird Club 

 

SUMMARY OF DRAFT RESEARCH OFFICER’S REPORT FOR 2020  

2020 was inevitably affected by the pandemic, resulting in a number of planned activities being cancelled 

or curtailed, one of which was the planned BTO Breeding Birds of Wet Meadows, which was cancelled.  

The Committee provided data in respect of Bedfordshire’s breeding Curlews to the Curlew Forum who 

are involved in work to save England’s lowland breeding Eurasian Curlews.  

The Red List and Rare Breeding Birds List was reviewed and a number of species added to it, including 

Goldeneye and Black Redstart.  

Various work was also undertaken relating to criteria for county wildlife sites thresholds for certain 

species as well as a number of new thresholds added.  
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Broom East CWS Work has continued in relation to the 20-year Biodiversity Management Plan  which 

runs from 2018 to 2037 in conjunction with Tarmac, and bird data supplied in relation to checking that 

the criteria for county wildlife site status was still being met, which it  was. 8,598 individual records were 

submitted, evidencing the presence of some 118 species between 1st January and 21st October 2020. The 

objectives of the Biodiversity Plan are monitored and reported on annually, although the annual flora 

survey did not take place due to the pandemic.               

Dexter cattle were grazed at Broom East CWS during April until the end of October to try and manage 

the willow growth. Following this exercise, and following the annual management meeting that was held 

on site on 30th November, Tarmac were advised that the willows and birch needed to be managed. This 

has now been completed by contractors. The medium term aim is to arrange for pig grazing to manage 

the site more effectively, however there are ongoing issues relating to infrastructure required and 

discussions will continue to try and reach an agreement.  

Tree sparrows were noted at a farm in north Bedfordshire during December 2019 feeding on set-aside 

crops, and in an attempt to see if they could be encouraged to stay, funding was obtained from the BNHS 

and the Bird Club for some nestboxes and supplementary feeding, which were installed in early 2020. 

Despite twice-weekly visits to ensure feeders were kept topped up, the birds left site in mid-April and 

have not returned this winter. However, the project will continue next winter and be reassessed at that 

time.  

Bird data for the period 2015 to 2019 was analysed for the land located between the A1 and the River Ivel 

north of Biggleswade (known as Derek White’s Eggs) and met County Wildlife Criteria in six areas. The 

Wildlife Sites Panel met remotely on 30th November due to the pandemic and the site was officially 

identified as a County Wildlife Site. It will continue to be known as Derek White’s Eggs.  

Future plans: In 2021 a number of surveys are planned, some of which are obviously subject to current 

restrictions being eased, so final decisions are yet to be made. However, the early indication is that a good 

number of these will take place. One where we will be looking for help is the Turtle Dove project, where 

a number of sites have been identified for visiting to check for the presence of these birds during the 

spring and summer. If you are interested in helping with this activity, please contact Peter Nash. 

Additionally, we shall also be trying to make a concentrated effort to monitor some of our rarer breeding 

species in the county this year and, therefore, if you are interested in helping, again, contact Peter, so we 

can assess the level of support for the monitoring we are planning to undertake. Even if you are not able 

to assist, please do try and use breeding codes when recording species in BirdTrack during the breeding 

season, if you note such activities – this is of great help and often can identify previously unknown 

breeders. 

 

GRAHAM GOODALL  by Richard Bashford 

At the end of January, my mum called me to let me know our friend Graham Goodall had died.  A real 

shock to everyone who knew him.   

Mum and I had known Graham since the early 1980s as a member of the East Beds RSPB Members 

Group.  I have great memories of some of my first trips to the East Anglia birding hotspots with 

Graham, his wife Carla and others from the group, seeing Marsh Harriers, Bitterns, divers and grebes etc, 
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etc.  In recent years, I’ve been working alongside Graham as part of the Bedfordshire Bird Club General 

Management Committee.  His regular updates about County Wildlife Sites especially Broom East, and his 

passion for Church Farm Dunton where Graham visited so often and was able to enjoy nesting Turtle 

Doves last year.  Mum and I attended Graham’s funeral in March and I asked Carla if I could share some 

of the words she prepared for his service which follow here: 

Until he was in his late 30s, Graham worked in industry. It was clear by then that he was becoming 

increasingly unsatisfied and frustrated and that he wanted to do much more with his life and to follow his 

love of conservation. His chance came when he left an awful job and a mutual friend suggested that we 

ring Shuttleworth College who were piloting a new HND in Conservation! He never looked back, taking 

his HND with friend Liz, before they both moved on to Honours Degrees and then employment in the 

area of Ecology and Wildlife advisory work! 

Many projects and opportunities followed and he was able to be involved in local and National wildlife 

initiatives (including the restoration of Panshanger in Hertfordshire), as well as supporting and developing 

local wildlife reserves. He enjoyed being honorary research officer for the Bedfordshire Bird Club, which 

gave him more opportunities to develop long time projects and surveys. To his great delight, he has been 

able to visit Church Farm at Dunton, to survey farmland birds and to help Adam develop habitat for 

Turtle Doves and other farmland species. He would watch the weather forecast and then say “I’ll go to 

the farm on ........ “ whichever day promised to be calm and still. Then, he used to love to get up early and 

head off to Dunton with his binoculars, camera and notebook, a big smile on his face! Telling me all he 

had seen when he returned, before sitting down to meticulously record the days bird species and 

numbers! 

Those who knew Graham in later life, may not know that he also took pleasure in sports, especially in 

watching Golf and Rugby Union, having played both! His rugby playing days came to an end in his 30s 

(and he carried a few bumps, breaks and cracks from Rugby for the rest of his days) and, more recently, 

he thoroughly enjoyed his solitary games of Golf, a couple of times a week. He approached his golf 

sessions with his typical focus and determination, constantly trying to perfect his skills: But, on most days 

when he came home, with tired legs, he would smile and tell me “he had had some good holes and some 

rubbish ones!” And then snooze in the chair in the evening! 

Graham loved to travel, and we have been fortunate to visit many wonderful places across the world. We 

have had some fantastic holidays with family and with friends, Boo& Ron, Terry, Bev & Jack, Dick & Jan 

as well as many on our own. And, of course, there were our annual trips to our beloved Scotland! He was 

always planning two or three trips ahead and did lots of research to make the most of the opportunities. 

He was teased in our family for his love of highlighter pens and often received some as Christmas 

presents! Nearly every book, magazine or article he read is highlighted here and there to reinforce its 

significance. I must say that in the past four weeks, I have been very glad of this, as I have found all the 

relevant and important documents that I have needed, neatly stored and highlighted to guide me! 

He also loved his photography and took some fantastic images of the birds, wildlife and habitats, abroad 

and in UK! 1000s of images remind us of our great adventures and how lucky we were to have seen so 

many wonderful things. 
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Graham had great belief and passion, working constantly to promote wildlife and habitats in our garden, 

locally and the wider UK. He was proud to work as a volunteer in Reserves Ecology at RSPB one day a 

week since he retired, where he was made so welcome by the team! Several times he travelled away to 

RSPB reserves to collect data to collate for the team. He enjoyed writing scientific papers for journals, 

particularly for the Bird Club annual report, and would craft the wording and polish phrases until he was 

happy with them. He would often say to me “can I read you something” to ask for a clearer wording or to 

summarise a point. 

 

 

ROOKERIES SURVEY – UPDATE FROM ROGER HICKS 
 
Roger is co-ordinating this survey again this year and has been updating regularly through the email 

group. Here is the latest from 3rd April and we would welcome any new data over the next couple of 

weeks before the leaves on the trees make assessment more difficult. 

 

So far counts have been received for 123 rookeries for a total of 2303 nests. While most birds are now 

incubating, and some possibly feeding young, some nests are still being built.  If you are out and about or 

have a rookery near where you live, please make a note of any rookeries you come across and send me the 

details (even if the rookery has been visited previously this year). For each rookery I am collecting: 

Rookery Name, ordnance survey grid reference, count date, nest count and, if possible,  species of tree 

with number of nests per tree species.  The results can be followed on a google map at  

 

https://tinyurl.com/BedsRookeries2021 

 

There are still 116 sites which were used in 2019 and/or 2020 for which there are no counts yet in 2021 

(pale yellow or yellow markers). There are a further 22 sites which had previously held rookeries but 

which have (apparently) been abandoned (pink markers). It is worth checking the latter as sites which had 

been abandoned for a couple of years can be re-occupied e.g. in recent years the sites at Steppingley 

Hospital and Tempsford Manor. And new rookeries spring up each year. 

 

For comparison with past (and future) surveys a rookery is defined as any nest or group of nests more 

than 100m from the next nearest nest or group of nests. 

 

 

BREEDING WADERS OF WET MEADOWS 2021 

 

Originally scheduled for 2020, the BTO are hoping to be able to run the Birds of Wet Meadows survey 

this year (assuming Covid-19 restrictions allow). The purpose of this survey is to assess the importance of 

both existing and new wet grassland and also other breeding wader habitats in England (as provided by 

agri-environment schemes) for declining breeding birds such as Curlew, Lapwing, Redshank and Snipe. 

The survey will re-visit sites from the 1982 and 2002 surveys, including sites from the 2009-10 RSPB 

targeted areas, as well as other new sites since 2002. The survey will involve up to four visits between 

mid-April and end of June to count and map all waders within allocated sites featuring wet grassland 

and/or farmland sites containing specific agri-environment scheme (AES) options. Simple habitat and 

land management measures will also be recorded during the field work. 
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The survey will require three daytime visits, with at least one week separating each, and a single dusk visit 

for Snipe during May - only if present at the site (there have been no records of breeding Snipe in 

Bedfordshire in recent years). It is important to make the first visit in April if possible, as this is an 

optimal time to survey Lapwing. Daytime visits should be carried out preferably between dawn and 

midday – avoiding cold, wet or windy weather. 

 

A map will be provided showing you the boundary of your site. Cover all of the area indicated to ensure 

results are comparable to the 2002 surveys. Sites will need to be surveyed systematically, field by field, 

walking 100m of each part of the site. Record all waders on maps provided using standard BTO species 

codes. 

 

Ducks should also be recorded and we are also keen to use the opportunity to record Yellow Wagtail and 

Meadow Pipit. Only wader species need to be mapped. 

 

The following sites have been designated for Bedfordshire (BTO regions are defined by 10km squares, so 

some of these sites are in neighbouring counties). Please review the site list. If you visit any of these sites 

regularly and know they are no longer suitable or occupied by waders, please let me know and they will be 

withdrawn from the survey. Sites highlighted in green have already been allocated; sites highlighted in 

pink are no longer suitable for waders. 

 

Priority Site_name County Type CentralGR 

1 Near Heath And Reach Beds 
 

SP914265 

1 Astwood: Green Valley Farm  Bucks AES Fields B_2445 SP959463 

1 Bromham  Beds 
Lapwing Plot 
L_2166 

SP996506 

1 Marston Vale MCP: Jubilee Meadow  Beds AES Fields B_1333 TL003409 

1 Bourne End Beds 
Lapwing Plot 
L_1638 

TL017594 

1 Maulden Wood Beds Lapwing Plot L_963 TL061388 

1 Willington Beds 
Lapwing Plot 
L_1198 

TL122498 

1 Pegsdon Common Farm Beds AES Fields B_2463 TL125309 

1 Shuttleworth Beds Lapwing Plot L_995 TL154430 

1 
Blunham Bridge To Girtford Bridge 
(Ivel) 

Beds 
 

TL157503 

2 Chicheley: Grange Farm Bucks Lapwing Plot L_513 SP906469 

2 Olney Water Meadows (Great Ouse) Bucks 
 

SP911515 

2 Harrold To Turvey (Great Ouse) Beds 
 

SP938535 

2 East End Bucks 
Lapwing Plot 
L_2446 

SP950454 

2 Sharnbrook – Harrold A Beds 
 

SP954565 

2 Sharnbrook – Harrold B Beds  SP984581 

2 Felmersham: Hardwick Farm Beds 
Lapwing Plot 
L_2144 

SP978565 

2 Radwell - Sharnbrook Beds 
 

TL011581 

2 Oakley (Great Ouse) Beds 
 

TL014526 
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2 Clapham (Great Ouse) Beds 
 

TL032518 

2 Swinshead: Grange Farm Beds 
Lapwing Plot 
L_1261 

TL043649 

2 Luton: Leagrave Park Beds AES Fields B_2585 TL058248 

2 Lower Dean Beds Lapwing Plot L_219 TL058689 

2 Bedford: Fenlake Meadows Beds AES Fields B_174 TL066488 

2 Haynes: St Judes Farm Beds 
Lapwing Plot 
L_1675 

TL071409 

2 Barton-Le-Clay: Faldo Farm Beds Lapwing Plot L_648 TL072324 

2 Wilden: near cricket ground Beds AES Fields B_2549 TL088559 

2 
Blunham Bridges To Ouse/Ivel 
Confluence 

Beds 
 

TL155527 

2 Shefford To Langford Beds 
 

TL166402 

2 Tempsford Bridge - Eaton Soton Lock Beds 
 

TL170558 

2 Sandy To Lower Caldecote (Ivel) Beds 
 

TL175480 

2 Eynesbury: Pocket Park Cambs Lapwing Plot L_915 TL177585 

2 Langford Mill To Henlow (Ivel) Beds 
 

TL183393 

2 Langford To Biggleswade (Ivel) Beds 
 

TL184433 

2 Ickleford Common (Hiz) Herts 
 

TL185331 

2 Biggleswade To Lower Caldecote (Ivel) Beds 
 

TL185461 

2 Tempsford Airfield Beds 
 

TL189519 

2 Biggleswade Common (Ivel) Beds 
 

TL194465 

2 Ashwell Cambs Lapwing Plot L_911 TL278404 

  

For more information, including how you can take part, please visit the BTO Breeding Waders of Wet 

Meadows web pages at  

https://www.bto.org/our-science/projects/breeding-waders-wet-meadows 

or contact me at rogerkhicks@hotmail.com 

Roger Hicks  

BTO Regional Representative for Bedfordshire 

 

BEDFORDSHIRE BIRD REPORT 2019 
 
We trust that all members have received copy of The Bird Report 2019 during January. If not, please let us 

know. We would also advise that we have some spare copies of some previous years if any one would like 

any particular copies for a small cost + post and packing with proceeds to the club funds.. Please contact 

Peter Nash or myself if you are interested. 

As previously mentioned, the role of Bird Report Editor is not yet filled and we would welcome contact 

from any member who wishes to be involved in the 2020 report to come forward as that process is now 

beginning as we are verifying the database of records to begin writing the species accounts. 
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NEW MEMBERS 

We are pleased to welcome the following new members to the Beds Bird Club: 
 
Tara Aldwin, Fielden Court 
Jim Banks, Astwick 
Brett Dawson, Laura Pearce, Charlotte and Natasha Dawson, Sharnbrook 
Julie Furnivall, Luton 
Paul Kaiser, Biggleswade 
John Kendrick, Luton 
Dr Otto Kyrieleis, Biggleswade 
Susie Longhorn, Sandy 
Alex McLennan, Bedford 
John Strutt, Stevington 
Colin Thompson, Shefford 
Charles Whitbread, Southill Park 
Richard Willis, Woburn Sands 
 
We hope you will enjoy many years of membership with us. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The Bedfordshire Bird Club is the ornithological section of the Bedfordshire Natural History Society 
Registered Charity Number 268659 


